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CAVE RITUAL SITES OF DOBRUDJA 

, TEMPLES AND MONASTERIES 




HacTOflLijMflT nvreBOflMTeji e ctciaBeH b paMKme Ha npoeKT „ApxnTeKTypHyi 
naMeTHMLin Ha flyxa", peann3npaH ot CflpyweHHe c HeaonaHCKa uen „EBpoxopM30HTM" rp. 
Ci/uwcipa (M.riaB/iOBa, A.ATaHacoBa, B.MeiviMiu, M.MBaHOBa) b napTHbopcTBO c My3e^ 
„flo/ieH flyHae" rp. Kuitpaw, PyMWM n Myaeti c ranepm rp. fly/iOBO, ctwHaHCupaH ot 
EBponetiCKH^ clk)3 npea Rporpaivia (DAP- TpaHcrpannHHO cbTpyAHHsecTBO, CtBMecTeH 
c|doha sa Ma^KM npoeKTM. 

This guide-book is part of the project "Architectural Sites of Soul" realized by the NGO 
"Eurohorizonti" - Silistra (M.Pavlova, A.Atanasova, V.Memish, M.lvanova) in partnership 
with the Museum "The Lower Danube"- Calaras (Romania), and the Museum-Galiery- 
Dulovo (Bulgaria) financed by the European Union PHARE Programme for Cross-Rorder 
Cooperation and by the Joint Fund for Small Projects. 



B Lfeumpaiina u lOotcua JJo6pydjfca, Koumo dnec ca e epanuijume ua 
E'bJizapun u PyMKHUH uma juodonumnu Kyjimoeu uecma, otpopuenu s ckcijiu u 
neufepu. Te ca naciiedcmeo om pa3JiuHHU enoxu, cetpsaHU ca c pa3JiUHnu 
Kyjimypu u uueunu3auuu, no sa chjfcajienue ca MajiKO nosnamu u 
HedocmamtHHO npoynenu. M do dnec moea ca eduncmeeuume mpaKuucKu, 
anmuHuu u cpednoeeKoenu cmaijuonapnu pejimuo3nu naMemuui^u 
(ceemujiuuja, u.-bpK6u u Manacmupu) no me3u semu, koumo ca chxpauwiu 
uanijjiHo opmuuajiHUH unmepuop u CKcmepuop. ffopu cauo moea 2U npeephUja 
e yuuKajien mmoHHUK na no3Hanue u uenoemopuMa mypucmuuecKa ampaKuun. 

C mo3u ntmeeodumeji u3eejfcdaMe om anonuMuocm CKannume Kynmoeu 
najuemnuiju u pasmupHsaMe oGxeama na mypmjua use^n cbujecmeysau^ume 
mypucmuuecKu ijenmpoee. 

EnazodapuM na gcuhku, uoumo 6nxa chnpunacmnu KtM nauiama padoma 
u hu noMoenaxa da ochtqecmeuM npoeuma, da pa3pa6omuu u usdadeM 
uacmoMtquH wbmeeodumeii. 

Central and Southern Dobrudja, which today is shared between Bulgaria 
and Romania, are a house for curious ritual sites located in rocks and caves. 
They are heritage of different epochs, connected with different cultures and 
civilizations, but unfortunately little known and scarcely studied. And until 
today they are the only Thracian, Ancient and Medieval stationary religious 
sites (shrines, churches and monasteries) on these lands, which preserved their 
genuine interior and exterior. Just this alone turns them into a unique source of 
knowledge and makes them very attractive for tourists. 

This guide-book is meant to rescue cave ritual sites from anonymity and to 
further enlarge already existing tourist centers. 

Our gratitude extends to everyone who contributed to our work, helped us 
implement this project and work out and publish this guide-book 
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CKAJ1HMTE KYJITOBM nAMETHMUM 
B flOBPyfl>KA 

CBETHHMLHA, XPAMOBE, MAHACTMPM 
F. AmaHacoe 




CAVE RITUAL SITES OF DOBRUDJA 

SHRINES, TEMPLES, 
MONASTERIES 

G Atanasov 



Te3M HK)6oni4THM KynTOBH naMe™ui/i ca 
cbcpeflOToneHM npefli/iMHO Bbpxy 
6peroBeTe Ha cyxopeHMflTa KaHarbo/i 
/flpi/icipa/, TafiaH, CeHe6np, Kapa-cy v\ 
KynaK, komto o6hkhob6ho boaht Hana/iOTO 
cm ot ripefldariKaHa i/i ce BTHnaT b p. flyHaB. 
CnoMeHawre ppemv\ pew, npectxHa/iw 
okojio XVIII b. ca ce Bpjiajw fibJi6oKO b 
capMaTCKMTe BapoBi/1141/1 Ha paBHi/iHHaTa 
/lo6pyfl>KaHCKa den, npi/i KoeTO ca 
o6pa3yBajii/i >KHBonncHi/i KaHbOHi/i, 
npMnyflnnBn 0opMi/i, nemepn 1/1 CKa/iHH 
M3BaiRHMjR.- Te3M npwpoflHW 0eHOMeHM ce 

OTKpOflBaT OTHGTJIHBO Ha (JDOHa Ha 

eflHOo6pa3Haia CTen n TOBa e 

npefll/l3BHKBa/10 JlK)6onHTCTBOTO Ha 

061/naTennTe Ha flodpyawa OLije b flb/i6oKa 
ApeBHOCT. Msodmo flpeBHHTe ca 3acTaBann 
c pecneKr, BbJiHeHMe 14 CTpaxonoHi/iTaHne 
npefl TaiiHCTBeHMflT cm na ne^epaTa. 
Bb3npneiviajin a KaTO m\i\o BtipeLUHO, 
ckpmto 1/1 noTatiHO, Kara eflHa CBoeo6pa3Ha 
MucTMMHa rpaHnqa Me>Kfly bhammm^ 1/1 

HeBMflMMM^I CB^T. B eilUHMCTHSHaTa, 



These peculiar ritual sites are primarily 
concentrated along the dried rivers like 
Kanagyol (Dristra), Taban, Senebir, Kara-su 
and Koulak, most of them take their 
beginning in the Balkans and flow into the 
Danube River. These ancient rivers that 
dried in 18 th century cut deep into the 
Sarmatian limestone rocks in the Dobrudja 
steppes, and created picturesque canyons, 
fantastic figures, caves and rock sculptures. 
These natural phenomena can be distinctly 
seen against the monotonous steppes; they 
stirred curiosity of Dobrudjan inhabitants 
already in early days. Indeed, the early 
people stood still with respect, excitement 
and awe in front of the mysterious world of 
cave. They perceived it as something 
internal, concealed and mysterious, as a 
peculiar mystic border between the visible 
and invisible world. Hellenistic, Thracian 
and Oriental mythologies see the cave as a 
sacral shelter for deities and heroes, which 
gave asylum for the infant Zeus. In the same 
context we must interpret the story and the 
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TpaKI/IMCKaTa M H3T0HHHTe MI/ITO/lOri/M 

nemepaia e caKpanHo y6e>KHLi4e Ha 
6o>KecTBa 1/1 repon, fla/ia npufOT Ha cmmi 
3eBC-MnaAeHei4. B tosh KomeKCT ipn6m 
,qa MHTepnpeTMpaMe wcTopima v\ 
noBefleHneTO Ha TpaKMtiCKusq 6or 
3ajiMOKCnc. Cnopefl aBTopme™ KaTo 
XepoflOT, n/iaTOH, CoKpaT 1/1 Cipa6oH tom 
npoi^axo^flan ot Hapo/ja Ha TpaKMMCKoro 
n/ieivie ren/i, kohto ofiMTaBamw flo6pyfl>Ka v\ 
flojiHOflyHaBCKi/iTe sem. flpes VII b. np. xp. 
Kara po6 nonaflHan \a ce o6pa30Ban b Kptra 

Ha M3BeCTHM^ flpeBHOrpLL|KM 01/IJlOCOCt) l/l 

MaTeMaTMK ni/rrarop. IIo-klcho ce BtpHa/i 
npM cboh Hapofl /BepoflTHO b flo6py,q>Ka/, 
KtfleTO nopaflM 3HaHi/iflTa u HapoflefiHrne My 
KanecTBa TpaKo-ren/iTe 3anoHHa^M fla ro 
noni/uar KaTO QoroMOBeK, HayneHoro ot 
fluTarop, emneTCKMTe >KpeqFi v\ moHHvue 
MaroBe, b KanecTBOTO ci/i na o6o>KecTBeH 
wpeu, 3anM0KCnc nponoBflflBa/i cpefl 
dporo M3'6paH apucTOKpaTHHeH Kptr ipaw, 
Kara m C"b6i/ipa/i b nofl3eMHOTo cv\ >KMjinine. 
ToBa 6nna nemepaia KoratioH, HaMMpa^a 
ce b 6^m30ct flo eflHOi/iMeHHa peKa. Ktfle 
3aBbpLUBa nereHflaTa n OTKtfle sanoHBa 
MCTHHaia e TpyflHO w ce npeueHM, ho e 
6e3cnopHO, ne Kyjuvr KbM 3a/iMOKcnc n 
CKa/iHUTe ne^epn, w3nb/iHflBaiuw po/ima Ha 



Behavior of the Thracian god Zalmoxis. 
According to such authorities as Herodotus, 
Plato, Socrates and Strabo, he was born in a 
Thracian tribe of the Getians, who inhabited 
Dobrudja and Lower Danube area. In 7 th c. BC 
he was enslaved and got educated among 
the pupils of the famous Ancient Greek 
philosopher and mathematician Pythagoras. 
Later he returned to .his people (probably to 
Dobrudja), where owing to his knowledge 
and magic qualities he was recognized by 
the fellow Getians as a divine man. What he 
learnt from Pythagoras, Egyptian priests and 
Oriental magicians he preached as a 
divinized priest to the strictly selected 
aristocratic group of the Thracians, who held 
their assemblies in his underground house. 
It was the cave Kogayon, close to the 
homonymous river. It is difficult to 
distinguish the truth from the legend, but 
there is no doubt that the cult of Zalmoxis and 
rock caves, which played the role of temples, 
did exist among the Thracians-Getians in 
the Lower Danube area. 

The early men believed that the caves 
were source of fertility and a house for 
clouds, winds and rains. In this sense, it was 
thought to be the bosom of earth, a sort of 
vagina, and at the same time a bleak house of 
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GBoeo6pa3Hn xpaMOBe, cuuecTByean cpe/j 
TpaKO-reTvue no flojiHOflyHaBCKiue 3eMH. 
neLMppara ce Bb3npneMana b flpeenrna v\ 

Kara hjtohhi/ik Ha raflopcwe, BMecm/Mije 
Ha ofriami, BeipoBe m flb>KflpBe. B TO3n 
cwiMChn ce CMmana 3a jioho Ha 3eMflTa, 
CBoeo6pa3Ha vagina, /pepcwo Macro v\ 
cbmeBpeMeHHO TbMeH 3aynoKoeH aom, b 

K0J1T0 yMUpaT H Bb3KpbCBaT H3T0HHI/!Te 

6o>KecTBa Ha n/iOAopoflweio - Hflea 
3aK0^paHa one b neuuppHwre pcyHw or 
enoxaia Ha naneonwra. Cnopefl ITop$ip#i 
3opoacibp cb3aa^ neu^para Karo xpaM 3a 
noHmaHe Ha MMTpa no noflo6ne Ha 
BceneHaia, cb3/W¥Ha ot Mwpa HaroBapeHa 
c DJiKOBa caKpanHocr no OBceM ecieciBeH 
\mm neLqepara 3aeiviana cneifianHO mhcto b 
crapo3aBemara v\ HOBosaBeTHaTa 6n6neiiCKa 
CHMBonwa Ta /pana npufor v\ ypime, tr 
6nra cnacHTB/iHo yfowiinB vm 3aynoKoeH 
/p/i Ha Kypfawie gape v\ npopoLji Hcyc 
HaBHH, Hot, flaBUfl npopoK Wm, ABpaaM, 
Akdb h HcaK. Taai PKHl« ce npenecjia u b 
HoBm 3aBeT, saiupTO cnopea eBaHneniiHra 
caivinflr l^lcyc Xpucroc e poflpn w norpe6aH b 
neu^pa Tana no cbBceM ecTecreeH Haw 
npeflxpucTM^HMTe /eceme/ u ntpB^Te 
xpmctmahi/i npeBbpHaiin nemepi/iTe m 
KaraKOwfime b ipffbp Ha cbqh nynr. TaM 6nnn 



the dead (tomb), where oriental divinities of 
fertility die and raise from death: this idea 
was encoded in cave paintings as early as in 
Paleolithic. According to Porphyries, 
Zoroaster created the cave as Mitra's temple 
looking like the Universe created by Mitra 
Invested with this sacredness, it was only 
natural for the cave to take special place 
among the biblical symbols of the Old and 
New Testament. It gave asylum and shelter, it 
offered a saving asylum or a tomb to the 
Jewish kings and prophets Jesus Navinus, 
Lot, David, prophet Elijah, Abraham, Jacob 
and Isaac. This tradition survived in the New 
Testament, as according to the Gospels, 
Jesus Christ himself was born and buried in 
a cave. Thus, so naturally, the proto- 
Christians /Esseans/ and the first Christians 
made caves and catacombs centers of their 
cult: they held their first assemblies and joint 
prayers there, and there were their burials. 
Therefore, there is no surprise that the first 
monks-hermits like St. Antony the Great, St. 
Paul the Tiverian, St. Euthymius the Great, 
St. Basil the Great, St. Jerome the Venerable, 
St. Paisiy the Great the main pillars of the 
Christian church, chose caves as a place to 
live in, to pray and to be buried. So was laid 
the beginning of the common tradition, 
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ntpBHTe MM CtfipaHMJl, OdiilH MOJWTBL1, TaM 

6mjih i/i TexHme rpofioBe. 3aiOBa He e 3a 
ysyflBaHe, He ntpBi/rre MOHaci/MmuejiHi/mw 
KaTO Cb. Ahtohmm Benmv\, Cb. naBe/i 
TuBepnMCKH, Cb. EbtlimmiTi Be/iUKM, Cb. 
BacuJinn Be/iMKH, Cb. 1/lepoHHM E/iaweHHi/i, 
Cb. nancnti Bdmm - ochobhm CTbnSoee Ha 
xptCTiwHCKaia utpKBa, i^i36pann nemepaia 
3a CBoe >KnnwLne, Moni/iTBeH y\ 3aynoKoen 
flOM. TaKa npe3 IV b. cji. xp. Te cjiarai 
HananoTo Ha eflHa TpaflHLjnfl, koato me 
ofixBaHe PMMCKaTa uMnepwyi n ueiii/m 

Xpi/ICTI/lflHCKI/l CB^T, 3a fla npOflbJDKM flO H3M- 

hobo Bpeivie. Xpi/icti/ikhctboto, xpHCTi/ts^HCKaTa 
Lji/iBi/uin3aui/ifl, Teopi/w n npaKTMKa HaMepn/iM 
Haw-paflyiueH npneivi cpefl o6maTeJinTe Ha 
flo6pyA>Ka v\ flortHOHyHaBCKMie 38MM ome 
npe3 III b. XpMCTM^HCKaTa jiereHflara rjiaci/i, 
ne ome npe3 1 b. cji. xp. TyK ce e noflBi/isaBa 
anocTOJi Cb. AHflpeti ntpB03BaHHH, KOMyTO 
no wpe6iM ce naflna/io Mi/icnonepcKa mhcha 
no HepHOMopneTO v\ Cki/iti/ih. Onpefle/ieno 
npe3 III b. npoLieHTa Ha xpi/iCTi/iflHMTe b 
flo6pyfl>Ka HapacTHan, KaKTO KocBeHo 
CBUfleiencTBaT fleceTKUTe MbneHMLji/i ot 
flypocTopyM, Aoonojivic, Tomi/i \a pp., 
nocTpafla;iM npn Mana6HMTe npecjieflBaHwa 
b 1/lMnepnflTa b HanajioTo Ha IV b. C/iea 
TpnyMcpa Ha xpi/ictmhhctboto npe3 BTopaTa 



th 



which was formed in 4 c. AD and which 
spread over the Roman Empire and the 
whole Christian world, to continue in 
modern time. 

Christianity and Christian civilization, 
theory and practice were readily received by 
the inhabitants of Dobrudja and Lower 
Danube area as early as in 3 rd c. A Christian 
legend says that already in 1 st c. AD the land 
was visited by St. Andrew, whose lot was to 
carry out a mission on the Black Sea coast 
and in Scythia. Indeed, in 3 rd c. the 
percentage of Christians in Dobrudja was 
growing, which is indirectly proved by 
dozens of martyrs of Durostorum, Axiopolis, 
Tomis, etc., who suffered during large-scale 
persecutions in the Empire in the early 4 th c. 
Following the triumph of Christianity in the 
second half of 4 th and 5 th cc, they saw a solid 
church organization with Episcopal 
residences in Tomis /Constanta/, 
Durostorum /Silistra/, Transmariska 
/Tutrakan/, and in VI c. in Tropaeum Trajani, 
Axiopolis, Calatis, etc. 

These were the necessary conditions for 
development of monastic institute, for the 
monks were the main pillar and potential 
staff of the Church. Early 5 th c. brought 
greatest popularity to the so called Scythian 
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nojiOBi/ma Ha IV n V b. TyK 6i/ina M3rpaaeHa 
CTpotiHa utpKOBHa opraHi/i3auwfl c 
enncKoncKM npecTOJii/i b Tomm /KoHdaHua/, 
flypodopyM /CmincTpa/, TpaHCMapucKa 
/TyTpaKaH/, a npe3 VI b b TponeyM Tpa^HH, 
AKCMonoiiMc, Ka/iaTMc 1/1 np. 

B Te3M ycnoensq ce cfeopMi/ipaji i/i 
MOHaujecKn i/iHCTi/iTyr, 3amoTO MOHac^Te 
6mjim ocHOBHMA crb/i6 h KaflpoBH pe3epB Ha 
UtpKBaTa. TBtpfle ron^Ma nonyjiapHOCT b 
HananoTo Ha V b. cv\ cneHejii/uw T.Hap. 
Cki/itckh MOHacn, Me>Kfly komto penecfiHO 
i43nt>KBa cJDnrypaia Ha Cb. MoaH Kacnan. 
C/iefl KaTO HanyeHa/i ManKa Ckhtha 
/flo6pyfl>Ka/ toh ce Q30Ban b cro/ivmaTa 
KoHCTaHTHHonon, nocne b En/ineT, a c/iefl 
TOBa ce noflBM3aBan b 3anaflHa EBpona, 
KtfleTo ce cjiaen Kaio eflMH ot 
ntpBOCTpoHTe/iHTe v\ BOflem Mfleonor Ha 
3anaflH0T0 MonawecTBO. 3a MOHacn b 
floSpyflwa npes VI b. saraTBa b 
cbSMHeHn^Ta en m Ko3Ma HHflUKon/ieBCT. 
OnpefleneHo noa B/iHRHi/ie Ha H3T0Ka 
/ErwneT, tla/iecn/ma, Ci/pa/, KtfleTo ce 
rpaflflT KaHOHnie Ha MOHawecTBOio, 
CKa/iHi/iTe MaHacTupw m o6nTenM ce paflBariM 
Ha HaM-ron^Ma nony/iflpHOCT. Te3i/i 

npaKTMKM HaBJlM3aT H B flOJlHOAYHaBCKUTe 

3eMi/i. B Kpa^i Ha VI b., onucBai/iKii 



monks, with their brightest representative St. 
John Cassian. After he had left Scythia Minor 
(Dobrudja), he was seen in Constantinople, 
then in Egypt, and then he was active in 
Western Europe, where he became famous 
as the founder and leading ideologist of the 
western monasticism. The monks of 
Dobrudja were also mentioned in the works 
by Cosma Indicoplevst in 6 th c. Cave 
monasteries and cloisters acquired the 
greatest popularity under the influence of 
Eastern countries (Egypt, Palestine, Syria) 
which were the first to develop monastic 
canons. This practice penetrated into the 
Low Danube lands. In the late 6 th a, 
describing the damage caused to North- 
Eastern territories by the Slavs and the 
Avars, the Byzantine writer Procopius 
Caesarean, besides other things, also 
mentioned the destroyed cave cloisters. 
However, the best records for cave 
monasteries in Dobrudja are dozens of 
studied sites on the banks of the Suha River 
and in the district of Dumbraveni, which were 
among the earliest cave cloisters in the 
Balkans and in Europe. 

After a series of Slavic-Avar invasions in 
these lands in late 6 th -early 7 th cc. and 
creation of Asparukh's Bulgaria in the late 7 th 
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nopa^eHMATa, HaneceHfi ot cuaBflHi/i in 
aBapn b ceBepoi/iSTOHHHTe se m m 
BM3aHTiiMCKM^T nncaTeji ripoKoni/tiTi 
KecapniCKM, Mewfly apyroTO cnoMeHaBa n 
3a nopyraHn CKa/iHM MOHaujecKM obmejiM. 
Haw-6e3cnopHi/iH h3tohhmk 3a CKanHOio 
MaHacTHpcKo CTpoMTe/iCTBo b flo6pyfl>Ka, 
o6ane cm ociaBaT npoyneHi/iTe flece™ 
naMeTHHijn no SperoBeTe Ha p. Cyxa n b 
patoHa Ha flyM6paBeHi/i, komto ce mmm 
cpefl Hai4-paHHHTe CKa/iHM o6i/iTejin na 
BaiiKaHi/rre m EBpona. 

Cnefl cepuflTa cnaB^Ho- aBapcKn 
HawecTBiw b Kpaa na VI m HaMa^oTO Ha VII n 
cb3AaBaHeT0 Ha AcnapyxoBa Ewirapwa b 
Kpaa Ha VII b. noHTH l^jioto xpi/ictmhhcko 
Hace/ieHMe e nporoHeHO, h36hto mjiu 
eMi/irpnpa. C noKpbCTBaHeio Ha 6wapme 
npe3 864 r. npM kh^3 Cb. Bopnc I Muxaii/i 

XpilCTMflHCTBOTO TpnyM0Hpa 3a BTOpi/l rTbT H 

3aBMHam b flOJiHOflyHaecKMTe 3eMM i/i 
flo6pyfl>Ka. Cnopefl npoflbJi>Ki^Tejisq Ha 
TeocpaH Et/irapMa ce nsnt/iHuna c 
enncKonn. ,,/Jowjm MOHacu, komto 6vm 
npM3BaHM ot nnamnme ia nemepwTe, ia 
6wm mnpaiem im /b Bhnrapm/ ot 
mneparopa." To3M tckct e flocTaTbHHO 
KpacHopeHMBO npeflciaB^ $opivii/ipaHeTo Ha 
MOHawecM HHCTHTyi m BteewflaHeTo Ha 




a, almost all Christian population either was 
driven away, or massacred or forced to 
emigrate. Christianization of Bulgarians in 
864 under the rule of knyaz St. Boris I 
Mikhail, brought the second and the final 
triumph to Christianity in the Lower Danube 
area and in Dobrudja. According to 
Theophanus the Successor, Bulgaria was 
flooded by bishops: "monks were called to 
come from mountains and caves and 
were sent there (to Bulgaria) by the 
Emperor." This text is rather expressive in 
telling about development of the monastic 
institute and emergence of cave monasteries 
on Bulgarian territory. This practice also found 
ideological support in the translated and 
disseminated by the early Bulgarian printers 
biography of St. Antony the Great, founder of 
monasticism in Egypt, who spent his days in a 
cave. The Bulgarian king Peter (927-969), a 
fervent follower of the monasticism himself, 
led correspondence with Paul from Latra 
ideologist of the Byzantine Kelliots (monks- 
hermits who led their lives in complete 
seclusion). Nonetheless, the Bulgarian writer 
of 10 th c. Presbyterian Cosma also describes 
an enormous increase in the number of 
monasteries and cave cloisters. The fact is 
also proved by the 
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CKajiHMTe ne^epHH 061/iTenn b 6bJirapcKi/iTe 
3eivin. Ta3n npaKTHKa HaMupa n 
nfleojiomnecKa noflKpena ot npeBefleHOTO 
m pa3npocTpaHeHO ot CTapo6i>rirapcKHTe 

KHM>KOBH^UH >KHTMe Ha Cb. AHTOHMtl 

BennKH, ocHOBaTe/iiR Ha MOHaiuecTBOTO b 
EmneT, npeKapa/i flHme cm b neiuepa. Cm 
SbJirapcKMflT nap rieibp 7927-969/, ropem 
noHMTaTen Ha MOHaiuecTBOTO, 6hji b 
KopecnoHfleHLjHfl c Hfleonora Ha MOHaci/iTe- 
KeiwoTi/i BtB Bi/i3aHTiiyi naBen JlaipntiCK^. 
BnposeM i/i SwapcKi/iflT nucaien ot X b. 
flpesBHTep Ko3Ma nniue 3a Hei/iMOBepHOTO 
pa3pacTBaHe Ha MaHacTupme m CKanHHTe 
o6\AJen\A. floKa3Ba ro n >KMTneTo na 
Mfleojiora Ha SwapcKOTO MOHawecTBo Cb. 
HBaH Pmjickh, komto ce noflBMsaean b 
neixiepa i/i Ha CKa/iHa KO/iOHa. YcnopeflHo c 
Hero npes X b. Te3M npaKTMKH ce cnofleum 
ot MOHawe AhtohhjS, flaMAH h MaHacnti, 
sanenaTajiM i/iMeHaTa ei/i b cKannnie 

MaHaCTI/ipi/l B CeBep0H3T0HHHTe 36MM /flO 

Kpenwa TtproBULUKo/ w b flofipyflwa 
/MypcjDaTnap 1/1 Uap AceH/. BnponeM TbKMO b 
flojiHOflyHaBCKHTe seivin i/i no cneuna/iHO b 
flo6pyfl>Ka e Hafi-ron^MOTO 
na BanKaHi/rre m b EBpona AOKyMeHTiipaHO 
ctcpeflOTOHHe Ha paHHOcpe^HOBeKOBHn 
CKanHn MaHacTMpM ot X b. Haw- 



of the ideologist of the Bulgarian 
monasticism St. Ivan Rilski, who lived in a 
cave and on a rock-column. Simultaneously, 
in 10 th c. he was joint in this practice by the 
monks Antonius, Damian and Manasius, 
who left their names in the cave monasteries 
situated in the north-eastern area (by 
Krepcha, Targovishte) and Dobrudja 
(Murfatlar and Tsar Asen). Besides, it is just 
in the Lower Danube area and particularly in 
Dobrudja where one can find the biggest 
documented agglomeration of the early 
medieval cave monasteries of 10 th c. on the 
Balkans and in Europe. The most numerous 
are those which are situated along the banks 
of the ancient practically dry rivers like Kara- 
Su (the time of Murfatlar-Basarabi), 
Kanagyol-Dristra and Senebir. These 
colonies were abandoned forever during the 
Pechenegs 1 invasion of 1036, when together 
with the last inhabitants of the internal 
Dobrudja the monks were seeking protection 
in the Fore-Balkan region, on the Black Sea 
and in the west on the banks of the Loms 
(Lorn rivers). Cave monasteries of Dobrudja 
were abandoned but never remained without 
followers. They gave the beginning to new 
colonies on the banks of the Provadiiska 
River and the Rusenski Lorn River, where 



-7- 




MHoro6poMHH ca Te no flpeBHine 
nojiynpectxHani/i pew Kapa-Cy /npn 
Myn$aTJiap-Bacapa6M/, KaHarbo/i- 
flpMCipa m CeHe6np. Tesi/i kojiohhh 6\af\\a 
HanycHa™ 3aBMHarn npn neneHeMOTO 
HaiuecTBue ot 1036 r., KoraTO 3aeflH0 c 
nocjieflHWTe o6MTaTejiM ot BvrpewHocTTa Ha 
floSpy/^a, MOHacme TbpcflT saKp^na b 
ripeflSa/iKaHa, HepHOMopi/ieTO i/i Ha 3anaa 
KbM SperoBeTe na JloMOBeTe, CkanHOTe 
MOHamecKM o6nTe/in b * flo6pyfl»<a 
3anycT^BaT, ho hs ocTaBaT 6e3no- 
TOMCTBeHM. Te aaBaT HananoTO Ha hobm 
kojiohhu no flpoBaflUMCKa peKa, okojio 
Bapna v\ PyceHCKi/i JIom, Kt/jeio 
MOHaujecKiiTe npaKTi/ww v\ cKaiiHOTO 
MaHadupcKO CTpoi/iTencTBO 6ene>KaT 
mctmhckm pasuBeT npe3 XII— XIV b. 

Mctmhckoto HaHa/lOTO Ha CKa^HMTe 

neujepHu oSnienn, o6ane e cjio>KeHO b 
flo6pyfl>Ka npes V b. i/i Bb3pofleHo KbM Kpaa 
Ha IX-Ha^aJioTo Ha X b. 



monastic traditions and construction of cave 
monasteries witnessed a real blossom in 12 th 
14 th cc. The true beginning of the cave 
cloisters in Dobrudja, however, was laid in 
the 5 th c. and brought back to life in the late 9 th 
early 10 th cc. 









TPAKIMCKMflT CKAJ1EH KYJITOB 

UEHTLP no CYXOPEHHETO TAEAH, 

CMJ1MCTPEHKO 



THE THRACIAN RITUAL CAVE CENTER 
IN THE DRY RIVER TABAN AREA (SILISTRA 

DISTRICT) 



EflMHCTBeHUTe flocera 6e3cnopHO So far, the only documented Thracian 
flOKyMeHTHpann TpaKntfCKii cKajiHii cave shrines in Dobrudja and north to the 
neinepHM cBeTMnnma b flo6pyfl>Ka i/i na Balkans are those that are located on the 
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flon PycanoBO 



ceBep ot BanicaHa ca Btpxy necnm 6pnr Ha 
p. Ta6aH, npi/rroK Ha p. KaHarbon, Mewfly c. 
lion PycanoBO, c. B. JleBCKn, c. Cipe/iKOBO i/i 
c KyT/iOBULLia, CurincTpeHCKO. T031/1 kyjitob 
KOMn/ieKC BK/iK)HBa TpH rcmeMM cKanHn 
CBeMii/ima cbc cKanHi/i xpaMOBe, KyrrroBi/i 

HHWI/1, Ky/ITOBH HMI/I, ■ KyJITOBI/l MlOmaflKI/l, 

pa3nojio>KeHM Ha okojio 3 km. no cpeflHOTO 
pycno Ha perna. CneLina/iHO Hafl 
ceeTHJinLuaTa Btpxy bi/icokoto paBMHHO 
njiara Me>Kfly p. Ta6aH 1/1 flyHaB ce Haiviupa 
e^HH ot Haw-BneHaT^BaiuMTe rpaKntiCKn 
Mon/mm/i HeKponojin b KpawayHaBCKa 
flo6pyfl)Ka. Me>Kfly flBeie CBeTMJiwuja v\ 
ceBepHO ot tax ca JiOKajiM3npaHn roneivin 
TpaKHiiCKM ceni/iLna, a nofl caMi/iTe 
CBeTn/inLna i/iivia fle6e/i Ky/iTypeH nnacT Ha/j 

4 M, B KOMTO Ce OTKpi/IBaT fleceTKH MOHeTH OT 

IV b. np. Xp. - III e. cji. Xp. \a orpoMHO kojiu- 

HeCTBO HaTpOUJeHM TpaKHLICKH CtflOBe, 
MHOrO >KHBOTHHCKI4 KOCTI4, MOH6TI4 14 CJieflH 

ot orm Hati-BeposRTHo Tesn oce3aTenHn 
c/ieflu ca cnepprsm Ky/iTOBn ptnya/iw, 
M3BbpLUBaHn Ha CKa^HHTe nnoLuaflKH npefl 
xpaMOBeTe. KoraTO Hafl3tpHeM bbb 
BHyojMTe^HHTe CKa/iHi/i oxiTapi/i na 
xpaMOBeTe Haa peKaia, nofl3eMHHTe 
ranepnn 1/1 HeflocTbnHi/rre KapcTOBi/i 3anv\ c 
n3ceneHM onTapHii huluh HeBonno en 




right bank of the Taban River (a tributary of 
the Kanagyol River) between the villages: 
Pop Rusanovo, Vasil Levski, Strelkovo and 
Kutlovitsa (Silistra District). This ritual 
complex includes three big cave shrines 
with cave temples, ritual niches, ritual 
holes and ritual platforms extending over 3 
km along the middle flow of the river. Just 
above these shrines, on the high plateau 
between the rivers Taban and Danube, there 
is one of the most impressive Thracian 
necropolises in the Danube Dobrudja. 
Between two shrines and north to them, 
there are big Thracian shrines, with a thick 
cultural layer of over 4 m beneath them. The 
layer yields dozens of coins dated by the 4 th 
c. BC and a large number of broken 
Thracian vessels, many animal bones, 
coins and traces of fire. These material 
features seem to prove existence of rituals 
held on rock platforms in front of the temple. 
If you look at the huge cave altars of the 
temples above the river, underground 
galleries and inaccessible karst halls with 
cut altar niches, you will surely remember 
an old Thracian myth about Zalmoxis, 
whom the local Getians venerated as god, 
and who did miracles in the temple above 
the Kogayon River. 
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cnoMHHNie sa ohsw apeBeH TpaKi/mcKi/i mut 
3a 3ajiM0Kci/ic, KoroTO MecTHi/iTe reTM 
noHi/rra/in Kara 6or, v\ komto i/i3B"bpwBa/i 
MucTepMu b neujepHH^i xpaM Ha/i peKaia 
KoraMOH. 



1. TpaKHftaco cKa/iHo OBem/w^e pp c. 

CTpeJIKOBO, CMJlMCTpeHCKO 

CBeTMJinmeTO e otJjopMeHO b ro/iflMa 
edecTBeHa neiyepa, Hapi/inaHa ot MecTHOTO 
HaceneHne „Eafl>KajinflTa"c pa3Mepn okojio 
7X10 m h BMcoHUHa oko/io 6 m, flo Hefl ce 
flOCTi/ira no i/i3ceM6Ha b CKanaia CTptMHa 
nvreKa n lynen, komto H^Kora e 6 mi 
saTBap^H c fl*bpBeHa BpaTa. HD>kho ot 
nemepaia dapaiejiHo e n3ce4eHa o6iuiipHa 
apKL/ipana HWLua, koato 6es CbMHeHiie e 
nrpa/ia pojtftja Ha xpaMOB oiuap c 
flwaMeTtp 3,5-rti, opnem~npaH Ha h3tok. 

Ha okojio 200 m kmho ot nemepaia C6 
HaMi/ipa BiicoKa cKa/ia, hmmto Bpbx e 
i/i/ieajiHo noflpaBHeH. Btpxy Ta3M 
TpaneuoBi/iflwa nnoiyaflKa c paaiviepn 
3,50X3,00 m ivihoto ciapaTejiHO' e BfltJidan 
>KJie6 ujMp.0K 0,18 m v\ fl"bn6oK 0,45 m, > 
opi/iemi/ipaH ceBep-ior. 



1. Thracian Rock-Cut Shrine near 
Strelkovo (Silistra District) 

The shrine (about 7 m by 10 m and 
about 6 m high) is built in a big natural cave 
called by the local inhabitants 
"Badjaliyata". You can reach it by following 
first a steep rock-cut path and then a tunnel, 
which was formerly closed by a wooden 
door. A large arched niche was neatly cut 
south to the cave. Undoubtedly, it played the 
role of a temple altar with a diameter of 3.5 
m oriented to the east. Two hundred meters 
away to the south from the cave there is a 
high rock. Its top is ideally flat. On this 
trapezoidal ground (3.5 by 3 m), there is a 
rabbet (0.18 m wide and 0.45 m deep) cut 
very neatly and oriented from the north to 
the south. 
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2TpaKHiicK0T0 CKa/iHO CBeTunume flo c. 
rion PycaHOBO, CmwcTpeHCKo j 

CBeTMJiMLueTO ce HaMi/ipa Ha 4 km k»kho 
ot „BaA>Ka/ii/iflTa". B obwupHa nemepa, 
HapeneHa ot MecTHOTO Hace/ieHMe 
„KnpnHfl>KHKa"ce smna nonyKptr/ia 
apwpaHa Hnwa /o/iTap/, opweHTHpaHa m 
m3tok, c flHaimbp 1 ,90 m. B K)ron3TOHHaTa 
MacT Ha caiwaia neLuepa crapare/iHO e 
oc[)opMeHa npaBOtrt/iHa nnomaflKa^ 
onepiaHa c fltndOKH >KJie6oBe, c fltMnna 
4,15 m i/i LunpMHa 3,05 m. npe#nonara ce, w 
TOBa e CBewwmeTO Ha €*qjih^ xpaivi. ; 

B cKajriHi^ BeHeui Hafl nemepaia awa 

JlfOdORMTeH JiadMpHHT, BKJlfOHBaiH Tsoa 

ranepw? c fltiDKMHa okojio 6,00 m j 
Bep^KajiHa waxTa c BicoHi/iHa 5,50 m, 
kojrto OTBe>Kfla b odiiinpHa edecTBeHa 
nemepa. Btpxy i/i3TOHHaTa y\ .CTeHa 
ciapaTejiHo e M3ceneHa apwpaHa HMiua 
/0,40X0,50 m/ Hati-BeptFTHo wiajitK oniap 

eflHHCTB6H0T0 MflCTO orpaBaHO OT 

c/itHMeeaTa ceeTJiHHa 9 

CeBepHO ot KnpMHA>KHKa ce Haiviupa 
TpeTo CBeTHJiHine. flo ecfeKTHo npnpoflHO 
CKanHo M3Ba^H^ie nofl cfropMa na moct e 
i/i3ceseHa rojiflMa apKupaHa HULua. 



2. Thracian Cave Shrine at the village 
Pop Rusanovo (Silistra District) 
i The shrine is situated 4 km away to the 
south of "Badjaliyata". In a large cave, which 
the local inhabitants call "Kirindjika", you 
can see a semi-circular arched altar (with 
the diameter of 1.90 m) oriented to the east. 
In the south-eastern part of the cave there is 
a neatly built rectangular platform. It is lined 
with deep rabbets 4.15 m long and 3.05 m 
wide, ^ ^^ r # 

In the rock ridge over the cave there is an 
interesting labyrinth, which includes a 
narrow gallery about 6 m long and a vertical 
mine 5.5 m high, which leads into a large 
natural cave. In the eastern wall, there is a 
neatly cut arched niche, 0.4 by 0.5 m. Most 
probably this is a small altar: it is the only 
place warmed by the sun. 

The third shrine is situated north to 
"Kirindjika". A big arched niche is cut near a 
striking natural rock sculpture in the shape of 
a bridge. 
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A KpanDOrV-VI* 

Ctcanna uoitaiittCKacp&rwiV-V] t* 

♦ TpaiwnCKO cetfmrwme 



K0J10HM51TA PAHH0BM3AHTMMCKM 
CKAJ1HM MAHACTMPI/1 B PAMOHA HA 

PEKA CyXA 

CnoMeHa ce, ne Ha to3m eian Ha 
npoyHBaHe TOBa ca eflHH ot Han-paHHi/iTe 
CKa/iHn ManacTupM, flOKyivieHTMpaHM b 
flo/iHOflyHaBCKi/rre 3eMii, flo6pyfl>Ka, Ha 
Ba/iKaHMTe v\ Bbo6u|e b Eepona. 
Pa3no^o>KeHM ca no SperoBeTe na p. Cyxa m 
ctceflHOTO cyxopeHMe /np^ flyMfipaBeHu/, 
Kara Hati-roji^MOTo cbcpeflOTOHi/ie e okojio 

paHH0BH3aHTMt1CKMTe KaCTe/lM OT IV-VI B. flO 

c. BaiiMK /aHTMHHaia AflUHa/, Onoryp 
/aHTMHHMAT nan Maine/ \A TOJieLU 
/KtCHoaHTMHHn^i Cb. Knpuji/. TyK HarneAHO 
flofiMBaivie BnenauieHiie sa ocHOBHMie 
MOHaiuecKM npaKTMKM npes V-VI b. 
UeHTLpu Ha MOHaiuecKM?i >kmbot me fla e 
ro/ieMMfl K^HOBMajieH /o6me>KMTejieH/ 
MaHacTup r^yp eBJiepn /xpmcth^hckm 
KbujH/ Ha flecHMJi 6par cpemy Kpenocna npM 
Ba/iMK. TyK npocjiefl^Bawie bchhki/i ochobhh 
nowieneHMfl, opraHUHHO CBtp3aHM b eflHHeH 
opraHH3MpaH MaHacmpcKM KOMn/ieKc - 
ueHTpanHa utpKBa /KaTO/iMKOH/, napaK/inc, 
Tpane3apn^, nryMeHapHi/ma i/i 
o6LL|e>KMTe^Ho MOHaiuecKO cna/iHO 
noMe^eHMe. He/ia^en ot MaHacTupa MMa 



\ 






fayp Esjiepn - BannK 



EARLY BYZANTINE CAVE MONASTERY'S 
COLONY IN THE AREA OF THE SUHA 

RIVER 

It has been already said that at this 
moment of the research these are some of the 
earliest documented cave monasteries in the 
Lower Danube area, Dobrudja, the Balkans 
and in general in the whole Europe. They are 
situated on the banks of the Suha River and 
neighboring dry rivers area (next to 
Dumbraveni), the biggest concentration is 
found near early Byzantine castles of the 4 th 
5 th cc. near the Balik village (ancient Adina), 
Onogur (the ancient Palmatis) and Golesh 
(late ancient St. Cyril). Here clearly we 
receive the real picture of basic monastic 
practice of the 5 th 6 th cc. The center of the 
monastic life was a big coenobitic (where 
several dozen or hundreds of monks live 
together) monastery Gyaur evleri ("Christian 
houses") on the right bank opposite the Balik 
fortress. Here we can see all basic rooms, 
harmonically weaved into a unitary monastic 
complex central nave of the church 
(katolikon), a chapel, a refectory, an abbot's 
room, and a coenobitic monastic dormitory. 
Not far from the monastery there are a few 
hermit's cells and a church-tomb, where 
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fqyp EBJiepH 




HflKOflKO OTLUeJlHMHeCKM KHJ1HU l/l LJbpKBa- 

rpofiHHL^a, KbAera ca norpe6Bam/i MOHacitre. 
CxoflHa opraHM3aun^ h 6flM3bK ruiaH i/iwia 
MaHadupa n p n flyM6paBeHn. 
06Lne>Ki/iTeneH, ho He TaKa KOMnaKTHO 
nodpoeH e ManacTi/ipa b noflHO>KneTo Ha 
Kpenocna „Aeap eBJiepi/i" UtpKBaia, 
rpoSuLUHaia utpKBa n o6me>Ki/iTi/ieTO TyK ca 
OTflenHO otjiopMeHi/i nowiemeHMJi, 
pa3nono>KeHi/i Heflanen eflHO ot apyro. 
Cpemy „Acap eBnepn" 1/1 h^ko/iko 
Kn/ioMeipa Ha rar flo c. Xhtobo MMa CKi/rroBe, 

B KOMTO Ca >KI/!Be/lH HO HflKOJIKQ MOHaCl/l, 

BepoflTHo CBibpsaHn c rojieMi/ne is/iaHacTi/ipn 

flo Bani/iK. TexHM flb^epHU CKMTOBe mm 
fla ca m pa3noiio)KeHi/iTe ou\e no Ha ceBep 
o6\Aien\A npn EpecTHHLja w ro/iew, 
BK/ifOHBa^M no eflHa ijtpKBa 1/1 flBe ki/ijmi/i. 

HflKOH Jl'HTyprHHHH OC06eHOCTH - 

npaBotrbJiHi/rre ancuflw, LUHpoiwe HaocM 
Ha xpaMOBeie, BaHUTe 3a pmya/iHO 
M3MHBaHe npeflno/iaraT Bnn^Hi/i^ ot Cnpi/ia 
m Mana k3v\n, aolujim eepojiTHO c 
MOHawecKaTa Bb/iHa ot H3T0Ka klm 
JHofipyfl^a npe3 V-VI b. flponee, ne 
M3KJiK3HBaM Bb3M0>KH0CTTa nociieAOBaTe- 
jiMTe Ha cmm cb. I/loan Kacnan fla i/waT 
Bpb3Ka c MOHamecKaTa peny6jii/iKa okojio 
Cyxa peKa c qeHTbp BannK/Afli/iHa/ 



monks were buried. The alike 
organization and plan has the monastery 
near Dumbraveni. Another coenobitic 
but not so compactly built monastery is 
found at the foot of the "Asar evleri" 
fortress. The church, the cemetery 
church and the coenobitic room are 
made here as separate rooms, located 
not far from each other. Several cloisters 
are situated in front of the "Asar evleri" 
and a few kilometers away to the south, 
near the village Hitovo. Each of them was 
to house several monks, connected 
perhaps with big monasteries near 
Batik. Probably their daughter cloisters 
are also situated north to the cloister in 
Brestnitsa and Golesh, which includes 
one church and two cells. Some liturgy 
particulars (rectangular apses, wide 
naoses of the temples, baths for ritual 
ablution) are supposed to have been 
influenced by Syria and Asia Minor. They 
were brought in Dobrudja perhaps with 
the monks' wave from the Orient in V-VI 
c. Otherwise, we don't exclude the 
possibility that St. John Cassian himself 
had communication with the monastic 
republic with the center in Balik (Adina) 
near the Suha River. 
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3. CKaneH MaHacTup Jjiyp eB/iepw" pp 
c. SajiMK, TepBencKO. 

HaMHpa ce Btpxy aecwm 6ps^r Ha p. 
Cyxa m ce fiBJiBa Hafi-rojieMim 
paHHOBM3aHTni7icKn CKaneH MaHacmp QfW- 
VI b. b Ebjirapi/iH, Pa3nono>KeH e Ha Tpn 
m/iBa y\ BKjifOHBa utpKBa, napaKjwc, 
HryMeHapHMLja m to/iamo o6iue>KHTejiH0 

CKanHO noMemeHne, 

UeHTpanHaTa ytpKBa KaTonnKOH e 
CTapajeji-HO n3ceneHa c Haoc noA (jDopMaia 

Ha'KBaflpaT C flfcJl>KI/IHa 3,10 M l/l BUCOHMHa 

1,90 m. Btpxy M3TOHHaia CTeHa e ocjaopMeH 
Tpi/ifleneH ojiiap. Ho Kopt/iAop ce floewa ro 
ro/i^MO odmoMOHamecKo CKa/mo 
noMemeHne, b komto e Bflb/iSaH KJiafleHeq 
3a BOfla. U"bpKBaTa mvia KBaApaieH npwBop, 
a ao Hero napaK/iic c npaBotruiHa anci/ifla. 
CeBepHO ot napaKjiwca MNia Tpane3api/ia m 
nrywieHapHM ua. MaHacTfipbT e 
npei/i3no/i3BaH npes X b., 3a KoeiO 
CBi/ifleTe/icTBa KepaMHKaTa b noAHO>Ki/ieTO j 

H^KOJIKO pyHOnOfl06HM- M KHpilCKM 

HaanMCi^. — [ %z==z. 

CeBepHO ot MaHacTtipajiMa OLne ABe 
yeflUHeHH OTLue/iHunecKM mnvm v\ ubpKBa- 
rpoSHnua ..CaHflMJiapt Miapa" ;3a 
norpefiBaHe Ha MOHaci/ne T 



3. Cave Monastery "Gyaur Evleri" at the 
village Balik, (Tervel District). 

It is situated on the right bank of the Suha 
River: This is the biggest early ijByjfantine 
oavi monastery in Bulgaria, dated by 5 th 6 th 
cc. It has three levels and includes a church, 
a chapel, an abbot's robin and large rock-cut 
coenobitic rooms. • 

The central church (katolikon) is cut 
neatly, with a square naos (length 3.10 m, 
height 1.90 m). On the eastern wall, there is a 
three-part altar. You can follow a corridor to 
reach a big cave room for monks' 
assemblies, with a well cut in it. The church 
has a square narthex, near which there is a 
chapel with rectangular apse. A refectory and 
an abbot's room are situated to the north of 
the chapel Sia monastery was functioning 
in 10 th c, the date is proved by the pottery 
uncovered in its foundation and several runic 
and Cyrillic inscriptions. / I 

North to the monastery there are also two 
solitary hermit's cell? and aVchurcrtrtomb 
"Sandaklar maara" where the? monks; were 
buried. 




•"^^-Ox 
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4.CKanHa ofjmen JapanaHara" flo c. 
BaiiMK, TepBejiCKO. 
• HaMi/ipa ce Btpxy f\emm 6pnr Ha Cyxa 
peKa 1/1 Ha okojio 300 m sanaAHO ot utpKBara 
rpodHMua. Ha flBa eiawa npes V-VI B.ca 
ocf)opMeHM neTHpn noMemeHu^. Ha aouhmh 
eia>K Ha flee Hi^ea ca ocj]opMeHi/i khjiha v\ 
napaK/wc 2,60X2,65 m c Hniua % n3T0HHaia 
CTena. flo cesepHara ciena ;e M3ceaeua 
rpofiHa KaMepa. Fophh^t eTa>K cbino 
BK/ifonea flee nouemenm khjiha h 
napaKJinc. llapaKnncbT e npaBOtrbjpHO 
nouememe c pasMopfl 2,50X1,95 icBtpxy 
M3T0HHaTa ciena e oldpopwieHa apKttpaHa 
o/iiapHa Hup, a KpaPi ceBepHaia ciena e 
n3ceneHa cKaivietiKa i/i rpo6Ha KaMepa. Ot 
napaKJinca no racHa nvresKa flocTi/iraivie flo 
Tpntrb/iHa ki/ijii/ih c pa3Mepn 2,90X1,65 m. 
Tasn oSmeji cllho e npei/i3non3BaHa npea X 

B., 3a KOeTO CBUfleTeriCTBaT HflKOflKO 

Ki/ipujiCKi/i HaAnnca i/i KptcTOBe c 
pa3KnoHeHn Kpai/iLna, 






5. CKaneH MaHacirMp „Acap eBJiepn" pp 
c. EannK, TepeencKO. I 

HaMi/ipa ce b noflHQ>Ki/ieTo Ha 

paHH0BI/13aHTl^CKa m paHHOcpeflHo- 

BeKOBHa KpenocT h BK/iioHBa utpKBa, 
norpe6aneH napaKiiMC m o6^e>KMTejiHO 



4. Cave Monastery "Tarapanata" , Balik 
village (Tervel District). 

It is situated on the Suha River's high 
right bank that is about 300 m to the west 
from the church tomb. Four rooms were built 
on two floors during the 5 th 6 th ce. A cell and a 
chapel with a niche of 2.60 by 2.65 in the 
eastern wall of the lower floor are built in two 
levels. A burial chamber is cut near the 
northern wall. The upper floor also includes 
two rooms: a cell and a chapel. The chapel is 
a rectangular room of 2.50 by 1.95 m. There 
is an arched altar niche made in the upper 
part of the eastern wall, and there is a cut 
bench and a burial chamber by the northern 
wall. A narrow path leading from the chapel 
can bring you to a triangle cell, with the size 
of 2.90 by 1.65 m. This monastery was still 
used in the 10 th century that is confirmed by 
some Cyrillic inscriptions and crosses with 
branched ends. [jf> 

5. Cave Monastery "Asar evlery", Balik 
village (Tervel District). GJ/JJlf 

It is situated at the foot of an early 
Byzantine and an early medieval Bulgarian 
fortress and includes a church, a burial 
chapel-and a common dormitory " 
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cna/iHO nowiemeHMe, ocjDopivieHH npe3 V-VI 
b. UtpKBaia e c ro/M/r naoc 3,20/4,80 m. c 
npaBObrbiiHa ancHfla Bbpxy wsTOHHaia 
deHa 14 o6LUMpeH npnTBop. I/Iwia 1/1 KiiaAeHeu 
3a BOfla, komto flocrura flo peKaia. KkHO.QT 
LfbpKBaTa e MaHadupcKOTO cnajiHO 
noMemeHue c fib/i>KHHa 11,60 m v\ wwpMHa 
4,00 m. Tlo cfeHMTe mm h^kojiko hhimm, a b. 
ceBepHM^ Kpati CKa/w Toa/iewa. CeBepHo 
ot LjbpKBaTa e nofpefia/iH^ napaK^Mc c 
flwi>Ki/iHa 4,40 m i/i Lui/ipi/ihia 7,30 m. Btpxy 
usTOHHaia deHa e otfopMeHa o/iTapHa 
Huma, a b nofla ca BKonaHH hfikojiko rpo6HM 
Kawiepn. CeBepHo ot atpKeaia no Ma/M 
KopMflop m M3ceHeHa b cKaffaTa nvrenKa ce 
flOdnra pp hs^kojiko mnm. -^^T, 



constructed in the 5 th 6 th cc. The church has a 
big naos of 3.20 by 4.80 m with a rectangular 
apse in the upper part of the eastern wall, and 
a wide narthex. There is also a water spring 
that flows into river. South to the church, 
there is a monks' dormitory of 11.60 m 
length and 4.00 m width. Several niches are 
cut in the wall, and there is a cave toilet made 
in the northern part. North to the church there 
is a burial chapel of 4.40 m width and 7.30 m 
length. An altar niche is made in the upper 
part of the eastern wall, with some burial 
chambers dug under it. A small passage and 
a narrow path cut in the rock north to the 
church can lead you to a few cells. 




6.CKajieH ckmt „BtJiHaH0Ba ct## flp c. 
BpecTHML^a, TepBe/iCKO jJH: 

Hafl rojiflMa eciecTBeHa ne^epa Btpxy 
imm (Spar Ha Cyxa peKa OTapamnHp o e 
nsceneHa TptwoHxajwi CKanna ubpKBa c 
npniBop ot V-VI b.T HaocfcT e noHTH 
KBa/ipaTeH c pa3Mepn 3iiflX3,40 m, a 
KOHxi/iTe ca nojiyKptmi/i c ii/ipi/iHa okojio 
2,00 m. K)>kho ot ubpKBaia e mmSjIO MajiKa 
KWJinfl c pa3Mepi/i 2,00X1,55 m. I/le>Kfly 
KMjii/iJiTa w LjbpKBara uMa Kopi/iflop, -a m\ 
Bxofla e u3ceneH0 npaBotrb/iHo no;ie 3a 




6. Gave cell "Valchanova ftaya", 
Brestnitsa (Tervet District). 

Above a big natural cave on the left bank 
of the Sutia River there is a neatly built cave 
church with three conches and a narthex of 
the 5 th 6 th cc. Naos is almost square its size 
is of 3:50 by 3.40 m, while conches are 
semicirciilar of 2.00 m width. Soul to the 
church there is a small cet)#€i&# 1.55 m. 
Between the cell and the church there is a 
passage, and there is $ field for an icon cut 
above the entrance. The church had been 
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XHTOBO 



HKOHa UbpKBara e npen3no;i3BaHa npes X used until the 10 c, which is confirmed by 
b., 3a Koera CBMfleTe/icTBaT pi^cyHKM \a drawings and graffiti. 

3HaL(l4-rpacf)i4TM. 



7. Goth cm ,,XaHqpiwre kui^" pp 
c. foneiu, CufincpHCKO. 

HaMi/ipa ce Bbpxy ims\ 6p^r Ha Cyxa 
peKa cpeLny paHH0BH3aHTVitiCKa KperocT gi 
IV— VI b. BdifOHBa CKanHa ubpKBa k flBe 
mnm, pasnonoweHM Ha flBe Hn&a. Ha 
flOJiHOTO hmbo e nbpKBara, korto e necHo 
flOCTbnHa c pa3Mepn. '3,90X2,20 m. Bbpxy 
M3T0HHaia cxeHa w.Ma >KJie6Gee sa 
npMKpefiBaMero Ha onrapna Maca. KmiMMTe 
Ha Bipfl eia>K ca ipyflHO flocibnHM, ho 
floSpe otj3opMeHi^ h "M3Ma3aHM c BapoB 
pasTBop. PucyHKM h 3Haun rpac|3HTH 
CBMfleTe/iciBar 3a npen3no/i3BaHe npe3 X b. 

8. CKaneH MaHacTHp flo c. Xwtobo, 

fl06pMHK0 

HaMHpa ce Ha mm 6p^r Ha p. Cyxa v\ 
BKnwHBa o6iunpHa CKanHa ubpKBa c pa3Mepn 
3,20X6,10X2,80 b. m cbe CTapaTe/iHO 
i/ixeneHa npaBObrbiiHa anci/iAa. flo Mbpneara 

Ca OCjDOpMeHM TpH KWJ1MM, CBbp3aHH 

Bepn>KHO. Bbpxy deHaia Ha Kpai/iHara \wm 
ca MxeneHM hhwi/i, a b no/p Ha cpeflHara - 
flBe norpe6a/iHM rpo6HM Kaiviepn. ^f 



7. Cave cell "Haidushkite kashti", 
Golesh (Silistra District). 

It is situated on the left bank of the Suha 
River in front of an early Byzantine fortress of 
the 4th 6 th cc. It includes a cave church and 
two cells placed on two levels. On the bottom 
level there is an easily accessible church of 
3.90 by 2.20 m. The top of the eastern wall 
has rabbets used for attachment of the altar 
table. Cells on the second floor are difficult to 
reach but well decorated and covered with 
mortar. Drawings and graffiti witness that the 
cell had been used until the 10 th century. 



8. Cave Monastery near Hitovo (Dobrich 
District). 

It is situated on the left bank of the Suha 
River and includes a big cave church of 3.20 
by 610 by 2.80 m. with a neatly cut 
rectangular apse. Near the church, there are 
three cells joiiif in a chain. The top of the wall 
in the last cell has a few cut niches, two burial 
chambers are made in the floor of the middle 
cell. ^^Jk 
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v flyMSpaaeHU 




9, CKa^HMHT MaHacTup flO c. 

flyM6paBeHM, OKp. KoHCTaHija 

Heflanes ot KOJiOHM^ra no p. Cyxa, npn 
c. flyMSpaeeHt^ npeflu omno 15 r. 6e otkp^t 
hob CKaneH MaHacTMp, H3ceneH Ha flBa 

X0pM30HTa. rOpHH^T X0PH30HT BKJltOHBa 

eflHoanciiflHa eflHOKopafJHa L^pKBa c 
npnTBop ron^M kojikoto Haoca. Anci/iflaTa e 
o6wi/ipHa okojio 1,45X150 m, naocM 
2,50X150 m, npnTBoptT 2,75X160m. 
3anaflHO ot npnTBopa e ocjDopMeH 
norpefia/ien napaK/inc c no/iyKptr/ia 
ancufla, opweHTupaHa Ha 3anafl, koato e 
CBoeo6pa3Ha KOHTpaancufla na ancw/pa Ha 
UtpKBaTa, opi/ieHTupaHa Ha m3tok. 
[lapaKJiMCtT e hohtm KBaflpaTeH c flWDKi/iHa 
okojio 1,75 M, a anci/wara e c fli/iawieTbp 
okojio 1,00 m. CeBepno ot Hea.ca o^opMeHu 
tph rpo6Hii Kawiepi/i, cjiea komto cneflBa 
flL/ibr Teeen Kopwflop c hhwm. no . bcmmko 
J1I4HI/I, 4e MOHaujecKUTe mtw ca 6i/ijih na 
[\6mm eTa>K f KbfleTo i/iivia cneflu ot 
M3'c'MHaHe Ha ■■■■'noMeinew/m. 

lO.CKa^Haia o6wtbji "Cb. AHflpew" b 
paPioHa na c. Moh Kopbmh, OKp. KoHcraHua 

XpucrnflHCKoro npeAaHi/ie maci/i, ne no 
>Kpe6nw Ha Cb. AHflpeM ntpB03BaHHM ce 
naflHano fla xpi/icTvwHM3npa 3anaAHOTo 



9. Cave monastery at the village 
Dumbraveni, Constanta District (Romania). 

A new cave monastery was discovered at 
the village Dumbraveni not far away from the 
colony in the dry rivers area (not far from the 
Suha River) about 15 years ago. It had two 
horizons: the upper one included a church 
with one apse and one nave, and a narthex as 
big as naos. The apse is about 1.45 by 150 
m, the naos 2.50 by 150 m, the narthex is 
2.75 by 160 m. West to the narthex there is a 
burial chapel with semi-circular west- 
oriented apse, which is a peculiar counter- 
apse to the church apse, which is east- 
oriented. The chapel is almost square, about 
1.75 m long, with the diameter of the apse 
about 1J0 m. North to it there are three burial 
chambers, which are followed ; by a long 
narrow . corridor with niches. All signs tell 
that the monks' cells were situated on- the 
lower floor, which still keeps traces of rock- 
cut rooms. h L^\g>%, 

2 M 






10. St Andrew's Cave Monastery near 
the village Ion Corvin (Constanta District) 

A Christian legend says that St. 
Andrew's lot was to Christianize the Western 
Black Sea region, and Dobrudja, 
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"Cb. AHflpeti" 



HepHOMopi/ie, pecneKTMBHO flo6pyfl>Ka. 
ToBa CBeaeHMe e onopHa 6a3a Ha eflna 
nereHAa, (J)opMnpaHa okojio cpeflaia Ha XX 
b., cnopefl ko^to b cpeflaia Ha I b. en. xp. b 
Mama nemepa b pafioHa na c. Moh Kopbhh e 
npe6nBaBan h nponoBflflBa^ Cb. AHflpefi. 
nemepaTa BCbinHOCT e eciecTBeHa CKa/iHa 
Kyxi/ma, koato e floofipadoTBaHa c 
ocfDopMSRHeTo Ha ancufla m Kompaanci/ifla. B 

T03M BMA TO HayM^Ba paHH0BH3aHTHHCKMTe 
CKaJlHH HbpKBL/ILJI/l OT KpaSR Ha IV-VI B. B 

JHyivi6paBeHn h paiiOHa Ha rp. KaBapHa b m. 
FlMJiara 



KOJlOHMflTA PAHHOCPEflHO- 
BEKOBHM CKA^HM MAHACTHPH 

no p. KAHArboii /j\?mwN 



Kbnapaiu 




C nn wcTpa 

(flptCTbp) 






es rtprwua 






I,.™ 



f * 



C"rperiKdBO 



An^atfip 
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Py'KiHO ^A 



flyroBd Uap AceH * 
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C^na * 

11 



I 



Jl K pen oct X- XI b. 
A C K^fiHa o6m^n X - XI e. 
♦ Tp&KHiic km c^ansH xpaw 



respectively. This information served as a 
source for the legend emerged about middle 
20 th c, according to which St. Andrew lived 
and preached in a small cave near the village 
Ion Corvin in the middle I c. AD. The cave, in 
fact, is a natural rock cavity, which was 
decorated with an apse and a counter-apse. 
Thus it reminds of the early Byzantine cave 
churches of the late 4 th 6 th cc. in Dumbraveni 
and Yailata (Cavarna District). 

A COLONY OF EARLY MEDIEVAL CAVE 

MONASTERIES ALONG THE KANAGYOL 

RIVER (DRISTRA) 



ToBa e HaM-rojifiMaia flOKyivieHTi/ipaHa 
KonoHi/ia cKa^HH iwaHacTvp ot enoxaia Ha 
ITbpBOTO SwapcKO uapciBO, a h \A3o6u\o ot 
X b. b rpaHULji/rre Ha cpe/jHOBeKQBHa 
Ewapwi i/i Ha EanKamiTe. flpociupa ce Ha 
pascTo^HHe Hafl 50 km no cpeflHOTO pyeno 
Ha cyxo p e h i/i e~ro KaHarbo/i 
/cpeflHOBeKOBHaia peKa flpicipa/, no koato 
npe3 IX-X b. npeMUHaBa HaM-Ba>KHMfl nti b 
GwirapcKara flbpwaBa, CBbp3Ba/i 



This is the biggest documented colony of 
cave monasteries dated by the time of the 
First Bulgarian Kingdom, and generally in 
the medieval Bulgaria and the Balkans of 10 th 
c. It extends over 50 km along the middle 
flow of the dry Kanagyol (the medieval 
Dristra River), which served as the most 
important way into the Bulgarian state in 9 th 
10 th cc, and which connected the capitals 
Pliska and Preslav with the bishop's and 
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CTonnunTe fl n n c k a u flpecnaB c 
ent/iCKoncKaia 1/1 naTpnapwecKaTa lumpy 
927-971/ pe3HfleHL|Hfl b flprntp 

/CHJIMCTpa/. KOJlOHM^Ta BKJlfOHBa OKOJ10 50 

CKaiiHM 061/iTeni/i /MaHacTHpii, naBpn, 

CKHTOBe, UtpKBM, KMJ1HM, OTHieJlHUHeCKH 

neinepn n cKarmn ko/iohm/, ochobho 
rpynnpaHM b no-6/ii/i3MTe y\ fla/ieHHM 

OKOJ1HOCTH Ha paHHOCpeflHOBeKOBHUTe 

KpenocTM CKana, Map AceH, AncjDaTap v\ 
Pymo ftn e Ha ctceflHOTo cyxopenne 
CeHe6np/. UeHTpoBe Ha MOHawecKM 
>khbot ca KMHOBnajiHMTe /o6me>KMTenHn/ 
CKa^HH MaHacrnpM ao Bbp6tiH0 y\ Ancf3aTap, 
CTbn6Hi4LjMTe flo c. Bacnn JleBCKH i/i naspaTa 
ot Ke/iHOTH b noflHo>KneTO Ha Kpenocrra Uap 
AceH. TbKMo b L|ap AceH e otkput 
CTapo6"b/irapcKn KMpi/ijiCKO-marojwHecKi/i 
Haflni/ic ot HananoTO Ha X b., HanHcaH ot 
MaHacMti hhok, komto e epefl 
ntpBOCTOMTenuTe Ha MOHawecKaTa 
opraHM3ai4i/ifl b to3vi Kpafi. Bnponeivi no 
KaHarbo/i wvia noflaTKi/i 3a mho3hhctboto 
MOHawecKM npaKTMKi/i, no/isBamn ce 
nonyn^pHocT npe3 X b. 

>KnB0Ta b CKariHMTe MaHac™pi/i e 
npoflbjDKMJi cnefl Kpaa Ha X flo okojio 
cpeflaTa Ha XI b, Korara Te3n 3ewn B/iH3aT b 
rpaHMunTe Ha Bn3amm M3rne>Kfla ca 



patriarch's residence in Drister (modern 
Silistra), between 927-969. The colony 
included about 50 cave cloisters 
(monasteries, churches, laurae, cells, 
hermit's caves and cave colonies), mainly 
grouped around the early medieval 
fortresses Skala, Tsar Asen, Alfatar and 
Ruino (which is found on the neighboring dry 
river Senebir). The centers of monastic life 
were the coenobitic cave monasteries at 
Verbino and Alfatar, sty I ites (hermits who 
lived on rock columns) at the village Vasil 
Levski and Kelliot's laura at the foot of the 
fortress Tsar Asen. Right in the Tsar Asen was 
found an Old Bulgarian inscription in 
Cyrillic— Glagolitic alphabet, dated by 10 lh c, 
written by a monk called Manasius, who was 
one of the founders of monasticism in this 
area. Nevertheless, there were numerous 
monastic practices that were popular in 10 th 
c . 

Life in the cave monasteries went on from 
the late 10 th c. to the middle of 11 th c, when 
these lands were adjoined to Byzantium. It 
seems that they me functioning until the big 
invasion of the Pechenegs in 1036, when the 
monks had to migrate together with the rest of 
the population. 
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odmaBaHi/i flo roneMt/iTe HawecTBMfl Ha 
neneHerme ot 1036, KoraTO 3aeflHO c 
Hace/ieHMeTo eMnrpi/ipaT m MOHacnTe. 

11. CKa/iHM oSmeiiM nofl paHHO- 
cpeAHOBeKOBHaia KpenocT flo c. CKana, 

CMJIMCTpeHCKO 

B cKa/iHHflT BeHeu nofl Kpenocira CKana 
Ha flecH^ 6p^r Ha KaHarbo/i ca ocJDopMeHH 
8 CKa/iHn MOHaiuecKii odmejiM. Ha Haw- 

flOJlHO HWBO 1/1 CbOTBeTHO Hail-flOCTbnHa e 

6n/ia CKajiHaia utpKea, ho ot mn e 
3ana3eHa calvio. apKi/ipaiftara.. ojnapHa Hi/iwa c 
LunpnHa 0,72 m h BicoHi/iHa 0,58 m. Hafl Hea 
Ha HeflocTbnHa BuconnHa ca ocJoopMeHM 4 
kmjimm, eflHaia ot kohto e ofiwwpHO 
eiinncoBMflHO noMemeHne etc CKaivieMKa 
4,90X3,80 m, no/i3BaHO 3a 3HMeH orpeB Ha 
MOHacMTe. CeBepHO ot Kpenocna ce 
HaMnpa KpnnTa c jpv\ rpoSHM KaMepn, b 
kohto ca norpefiBaHM MOHacu. no cTeHwe 
Ha nowiemeHi/iflTa ca Bpfi3aHn fleceTKi/i 
pi/icyHM n 3Haqn rpac|DHTn Kopa6 c KptCT 
Ha/i KbpMaTa, cJDurypn Ha MOHacn, cBemn n 

MHOrO KptCTOBe \a pyHonofloSHM 3Hai4M. 




11. Cave Monasteries near the Early 
Medieval Fortress at the Village Skala 
(Silistra District). 

The rock near the fortress Skala on the 
right bank of the Kanagyol River has 8 cave 
monastic cloisters. The lowest and therefore 
the most accessible level there had a cave 
church, but the only thing still preserved 
from it is the arched altar niche, 0.72 m wide 
and 0.58 m high. Above it, at the 
inaccessible height, there are four cells, one 
of which is a large elliptic room with a bench 
of 4.90 by 3.80 m; it seems that the monks 
used to warm themselves there at winter 
time. North to the fortress there is a crypt 
with three burial chambers, where the 
monks were buried. The walls of this room 
keep dozens of pictures and graffiti a nave 
with a cross above the stern, figures of 
monks, saints and many crosses and runic 
signs. 



12.CKaneH MaHacTup ..XafiflywKHTe 12. Cave Monastery "Haidushkite kashti" 

Kbinn" flo c. Btp6nHO, CnjincTpeHCKO at the village Varbino (Silistra District) 

HaMnpa ce Bbpxy nesm 6par Ha It is situated on the left bank of the 
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KaHarbon, k»kho ot nhj9\ flynoBo-TepBen. 
BKJiWMBa L("bpKBa, Kpuma, Tpanesapn^i, 

KHJIMH H nOMOLMHM HOMemeHI/lfl, CBtp3aHH B 

efli/meH ivtaHacTupcKn KHHOBHa/ien 
KOMn/ieKc. UtpKBaia e b K)>KHaTa nacT m e 
Hai4-o6uji^pHOTo noMe^eHne c flb/i>KHHa 
4,90 m, Lunpuna 2,50 M m BMCOHi/iHa 2,65 m. 
Bbpxy ii3T0HHaTa deHa e nsceneHa 
apKupaHa omapHa Huma. flo utpKBaia wvia 
BTopo o6luhpho noMemeHMe c HULua Ha 
ceBepHaia deHa, Bepoffmo' no/i3BaHo 3a 
Tpane3apm Hafl Hero Ha ropHO hmbo 
CTapaTe/iHO ca MSceneH^ onie He~mpn 
kwjii/m, a nofl "rax o6ujhpho nowiemeHMe etc 
cTonaHCKO npeAHa3HaneHne. Btpxy 
CTeHMie Ha Kwii/ii/rre ca Bp^3aHM kmpmjickm 
naflnnc , pyHonoflo6HM 3muy\ m hhkojiko, 
Kptcia c pa3KJioHeHM KpauLna I 

Ha 20 m kmho ot iibpKBaia b chium 
CKaneH BeHen ce Hawii/ipa MaHacn/ipcKaTa 
Kpunia. 



Kanagyol River south to the road leading 
from Dulovo to Tervel. It includes a church, a 
crypt, a refectory, cells and supporting 
rooms, connected in one coenobitic 
monastery. The church is in the southern part 
and is the biggest room: 4.90 m long, 2.50 m 
wide and 2.65 m high. An arch altar niche is 
cut in the upper part of the eastern wall. 
Close to the church there is the second 
largest room with a niche in the northern 
watt; he room was probably, used as a 
refectory: Above it, on the upper floor, there 
are four more neatly cut cells, with a large 
household room under them. The upper 
parts of wall in cells, are covered with carved 
Cyrillic inscriptions, .rune-like signs and 
several crosses with branched ends. 

There is a monastic crypt situated in the 
same rock at the distance of 20 m south to the 






1 



13. CKaneH MaHacTup „Bbp6nHCKHTe 
nemepH" flo c. Btp6nH0, Ci/micTpeHCKO 

Pasnojio>KeH e Btpxy ppemn 6par Ha 
KaHarbOJi. na oko/io 4 km ceBepHO ot 
MaHacTupa „XaMflyLUKHTe Kbini/i". 
MaHacTMptT BKJiiOHBa CKa/iHa LjtpKBa, 
KpunTa, nryMeHapHuua i/i o^e tpm khjihh b 



13. Cave monastery "Varbinskite 
peshteri" at the village Varbino (Silistra 
District) 

It is situated on the right bank of the 
Kanagyol, about 4 km away south to the 
monastery "Haidushkite kyshti". The 
monastery included a cave church, a crypt, an 
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ceBepHa nocoKa. UbpKBaia e Hai/i-rojiaMOTO 
m Hati-necHO flocTtnHO noMemeHMe e 
KOMnneKca c flL/i>KMHa 5,80 m, wnpnHa 2,00 
m 1/1 BUCOHnna 2,05 m. Mwia 4)opMaTa Ha 
n3fltii?KeHa npaBotrbJiHa eflHOKopa6Ha 
CBOflecTa 6a3MJiMKa c no/ppbrna ancMfla 
Btpxy n3T0HHaia CTeHa. Hafl Hefl Ha STopn 
eia>K e o^opMena Kpuiaia, b koato ca 
BAt.Ji6aHM Tpn rpo6HM Kawiepn. CeBepHQ ot 
Kpuniaia no KaweHHa cib/ifia ce flocTura flo 
MryMeHapHi^aTa. no deHMTe na utpKBaia m 
KopMflopa ca Bp^saHM rpa$i/rn/K>6pa3 Ha 
cBeieq w KptdOBe c pasKJKweHi/i Kpawtna 
Ha OKono 20 m ceBepHo ot Bxoaa klm 
LjbpKBaTa b ecTecTBeHM neuiepn ca 

l/l3CeHeHI4- -TpM^'MOHailieCKM -KMJ1I/II/I, B KO^ITO 
Ca 0(J)OpMeHM HMUJM 3a MK0H14 M KaHflnna. 

Ou^e no Ha ceiep; Btpxy jieBi/isi ■ 6pnr Ha 

cyxopenneio ca ocjiopMeHi/i flBe abgwki/i 
mnm c rpo6oBe. l/l3rne>Kfla ca o6maBaHn 
ot OTLuenHMUM, cB"bp3aHM c MaHac™pa. 

14. CKa/iHH MOHaiuecKH o6nTenn b 
M."KoKap/i>Ka" flo c. Map AceH, 

CHJlMCTpeHCKO. 

Btpxy flBaTa 6para Ha p. KaHarbon b 
noAHO>Ki/ieTO Ha paHHOcpeflHOBeKOBHaTa 
6"bnrapcKa KpenocT ot IX-XI b. e ocf)opMeHa 
061/rren, BKiiiOMBaina 3 \\hpm\A w 8 kwjimm. 



abbot's room and three more cells in the 
northern direction. The church is the biggest 
and easiest accessible room in this complex, 
5.80 m long, 2.00 m wide and 2.05 m high. It 
had the form of a long rectangular one-nave 
vaulted basilica with a semi-circular apse in 
the upper part of the eastern wall. Above it, on 
the second floor, there is a crypt with three 
burial chambers cut in it. North to the crypt, 
there is a stone staircase by which you can 
reach the abbot's room. Walls in the church 
and in the corridor are covered with carvings of 
graffiti of saints and crosses with branched 
ends. 

At about 20 m north to the church 
entrance, in a natural cave, there are three 
monastic cells with niches for icons and 
icon-lamps. Further to the north, on the left 
bank of the dry river, there are two pairs of 
cells with graves. It seems that the place was 
inhabited by the hermits connected with the 
monastery. 

14. Cave monasteries at "Kokardja", 
village Tsar Asen (Silistra District) 

On two banks of the Kanagyol River, at 
the foot of the early medieval Bulgarian 
fortress of 9 th 11 th cc, there is a monastery, 
which includes 3 churches and 8 cells. The 
cave rooms are scattered at the distance of 
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CKa/iHMTe noMemeHna ca pa3np"bCHaTM Ha 
okojio 2-3 km eflHo ot APyro. l/l3r/ie>Kfla ryK 
ca o6i4iaBajin Ke/ii/io™, kohto ca ce 
cbfii/ipanii 3aeflH0 Ha o6u\v\ jiMTypmn caMo 
Ha npa3Hi/ii^. UeHTbp na pe/iMrM03HMj) 
>ki4bot Lue aa ca 6v\nv\ cKanmiTe i\hpmv\. 
flofipe e 3ana3eHa caivio eflHaia, o^opivieHa 
b cKanen Beneu nofl HeiuwiaTa „KoKapA>Ka". 
l/livia OBa/iHa $opivia c fltiDKMHa 2,95 m m 
Buco^HHa 2,00 m. B'cpeflaTa na n3T0HHaia 
CTeHa e octDopMena nojiyKptma apnupaHa 
omapHa Hnwa. 

Ha okojio 100 m ceBepHO ot 
UtpKBaia ca n3ceneHH flBe CKaiiHn kmjihh, 
pa3no/io>KeHM eflHa Hafl flpyra. flo/iHaTa e c 
pa3Mepn 4,30X4,20 m., a ropHaia e c 
pa3iviepn 2,80X2,40 m." 

15. CKa^eH ckmt JaprewKaTa ubpKBa" b 
m. „Cyxa HeujMa" pp rp. A/icfrarap. 

Btpxy flecH^g 6p^r Ha p. KaHarbon 
MHoro CTapaTe/iHO e n3ceneHa ron^Ma 
CKanHa M^pKBa c cJDopMa Ha eAHOKopaSHa 
eflHoanci/iflHa cB'oaecTa ti&smma c 
flbjiwrna 6,45x2,15x2,70 m.. 3anaflHara 
no/ioBUHa Ha Haoea e ywHpena nofl 
cjDopMaTa na npnTBop. AficvyjaTa e wi/ipoKa 
2,90 m, ho onTapnaTa wiaca ne e AQB^pweHa. 
K]>kho ot utpKBaTa e 3anoHHaTO 



about 2-3 km away from each other, It 
seems that they were inhabited by the 
Kelliots, whcr gathered together for 
common liturgy and holidays. Center of 
religious life were cave churches. There is 
only one of them that is well preserved, it is 
built in the rock at the natural fountain 
"Kokardja". It is oval in shape, 2.95 m long 
and 2.00 m high. In the middle of the 
eastern wall there is a semi-circular 
arched altar niche. I v ( 

About 100 m north to the church, there 
are two cave cells one above the other. The 
one below is 4.30 by 4.20 m, the one above 



is 2.80 by 2.40 m. 










■ 






■ 



c 









15. Cave cloister "Gargeshkata tserkva" 
at "Suha cheshma" near Alfatar. 

On the right bank of the Kanagyol River 
there is a neatly cut large cave vaulted 
basilica, with one nave and one apse, 6.45 
by 2.15 by 2.70 m. Western half of the naos 
is enlarged to make a narthex. The apse is 
2.90 m wide, but the altar table is not 
finished. South to the church is seen 
another large room at the initial stage of 
carving, but also unfinished. At the 
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^jiacfrarap - '"flsmaHaja netqe 





■Ana$asap - "fl^/ian 



BfltJi6aBaH6T0 Ha flpyro ron?iMO noMetye- 
Hiie, ociaHajio cbiyo HeflOBtpweHO. Ha 6 m 
ceeepHo ot nbpircaTa v\ Ha 7 m Hafl TepeHa e 
n3ceMeHa HeAOCTtnHa MOHawecKa khjiha c 
pa3Mepn 3,40X2,90X1,60. B M3T0HHaTa 
deHa e ocfeopwieHa HMLua 3a nocraB^He Ha 
MKOHa h KanflMJio. B/iabo ot sxofla b nofla Ha 
Kvuii/iflTa e Bfltn6aH0 omi/ime. 

16. CKa/ieH ckmt ..fl^naHaia nemepa" b 
m. „Cyxa neiuMa" flo rp. A/itfcaTap. 

HaMupa ce Ha jieBiifl Spar Ha KaHarbon 
Ha okojio 800 m ceBepno ot JapreujKaTa 
L^bpKBa". B CKajieH BeHeq ca o0opivieHH 
i4^pKBa i/i vmm. U^pKeaia Bepo*™ e 
MMana npaBotrtnen n/ian, ho cera 
sanaflHaTa fi nonomm e cpyreHa. HanbJiHO 
CbxpaHeHa e H3T0HHaTa nonoBUHa c 
fl"b/i6oKa TpaneuoBUflHa omapHa HMiua 
LunpoKa 1,20 m, fltii6oKa 1,40 m i4 Bucona 
1,65 m. flo i4"bpKBaia b eciBcraeHa nemepa e 
ocfiopMeHa mnm c Bfl"b/i6aHO b no/ia 
orHi4U|e i/i flBe apKOBMflHM hmlui/i Btpxy 
n3T0HHaTa h ceBepHaia CTeHM. B utpKBaia n 
KM/in^Ta ca cbxpaHeHM Hafl 60 

paHHOCpeAHOBeKOBHM pwcyHKH W 3m\\v\- 

rpacfDMTH KptcTOBe, pyHonoflofiHM SHaqi/i, 
M3o6pa>KeHi/ifl Ha CBeTLin, MOHacn, kohhuum, 



distance of 6 m north to the church and 7 m 
above the ground there is an inaccessible 
cell of 3.40 by 2.90 by 1.60 m. A niche for 
an icon and an icon-lamp is cut in the 
eastern wall. Left to the entrance, a hearth 
is cut in the floor. 



16. Cave Cloister "Dyalanata Peshtera" 
at " " S u h a Cheshma", Alfatar. 

It is situated on the left bank of the 
Kanagyol River, about 800 m north to the 
"Gargeshkata Tserkva". The rock houses a 
church and a cell, The church seems to 
have had a rectangular shape, but 
unfortunately its western part is destroyed. 
Its eastern part has been preserved 
entirely, with a deep trapezoidal altar niche 
1 .20 m wide, 1 .40 m deep and 1 .65 m high. 
Near the church in a natural cave, there is a 
cell with a hearth cut in the floor and two 
arched niches in the upper part of the 
eastern and northern walls. The church 
and the cell preserved over 60 early 
medieval pictures and graffiti crosses, 
runic signs, depictions of saints, monks, 
horsemen, as well as a damaged Cyrillic 
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KaKTo \a eflHH noBpefleH khpmjickm Haani/ic. inscription 

17.CKaneH MaHacTup b m. „lleHHOB nvr" 
flo rp. A/Kjmap ! ! jT% J 

To3M ro/iflM MaHacTt/ip BK/lK)HBaJl 

LjbpKBa, ro/i^MO o6noMOHaiuecKO- 
noMemeHi/ie /Tpanesapn^?/, nrywieHapHima 

flO Hefl M 9 BepH>KHO CB"bp3aHM ki/ijiim. Ha 

Haw-flOJiHOTO hmbo i/i Hafi-jiecHo flocrbnHa 
e Snjia ubpKBaia, ho e nonypaapyLueHa, Ot 
Hen e 3ana3eHa flo6pe n3ceHeHara 
apKupaHa o/iiapHa HHLua. Hafl utpKeaia e 
6wia 1/iryMeHapHi/iuaTa - floSpe ocjDopMeHO 
ivia/iKo npaBotruiHO nowemeHHe c pa3Mepn 
3X2 m, c npaBObrb/ieH npo30peLi, meflam 
KbM peKaia. Kvuivmie ca flooc|DopMeHi4 
edecTBeHM nemepi/i, b mm ot koi/ito i/iwia 
hhluh 3a KaHfln/ia h hkohh. To3n ronm 
KMHOBna/ieH /o6Lne>KHTeneH/ MaHacn/ip e 
6mji eflHH ot ueHTpoBeTe Ha MOHawecKMH 
>ki/ibot no KaHarbOJi-flpi/iCTpa npe3 X b. 



17. Cave monastery at "Penchov Pat", 
Alfatar 

This big monastery included a 
church, a big common room (refectory?), 
abbot's room near it and 9 chained cells. 
There was a church at the lowest and most 
accessible level, but it is almost 
destroyed. What remained of it is a neatly 
cut arched altar niche. Above the church 
there was an abbot's room a small well- 
built rectangular room of 3 by 2 rn, with a 
rectangular window looking over the 
river. The cells were made in natural 
caves with niches for icon-lamps and 
icons in some of them. This big 
coenobitic monastery was one of the 
monastic centers in Kanagyol-Drister 
region in 10 th c. 



- 



18. CKa/iHH o6wTejiM Ha OTwejiHMUM- 
crwinHi/mi/i b m. "BpaTHjia" ao c. Bacnn 

JleBCKH 

Btpxy flecMfl bpar Ha KaHarbon Me>KAy 
rp. AncjbaTap w c. Bacn/i Jleeciw nivia flee 
ecTecTBeHM ctceflHH CKa/iHH KOiiOHH, Btpxy 
kohto npe3 X b. ca ce noABM3aBanM 



18. Cave Monasteries for Hermits- 
Stylites at "Bratila" (village Vasil 
Levski) 

On top of the right bank of the 
Kanagyol between Alfatar and the village 
Vasil Levski there are two natural 
neighboring rock columns, on top o 
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OTLuenHnqn. B noAHO>KMeTO Ha no- 
ro/ifliviaTa KonoHa b ro/iflivia eciecTBeHa 
nemepa e ocj)opMeHa o6ujnpHa CKa/iHa 

UbpKBa C flbJDKMHa 9,10 M, UJUpHHa 5,00' M M 
BI/ICOHMHa 2,70 M. B MSTOHHaTa v\ deHa 

CTapaie/iHO e i^ceneHa apKOBMflHa o/iTapHa 
ancufla c wi/pHa 1,20 m h ornapHa Maca. 
Btpxy to>KHaTa CTeHa flo Bxofla e n3HepTaH 
CTapaie/iHo AByMaHTOB Kopa6 c bhcok hoc h 
KptCT HaA KbpMaia. BepoflTHO e a/ieropnfi 
Ha utpKBaia, Hanpae/i^BaHa ot cboa 

KOPMHI/Ifl XpMCTOC. I S \ 

riofl BTopaTa CKa/iHa KO/iOHa MMa 
eciecTBeHa neuuepa cbc cneAH ot 
AontJiHUTejiHa oSpaQora i/i KptCT HaA 
BXOAa. 



which hermits-Stylites lived in 10 th c. At 
the foot of the biggest column in a big 
natural cave is cut a large cave church, 
9.10 m long, 5.00 m wide and 2.70 m high. 
An arch-shaped altar apse of 1.20 m 
width and an altar table are neatly cut in 
its eastern wall. In the upper part of the 
southern wall by the entrance there is a 
neatly carved two-master vessel with a 
high bow and a cross above the stern. It 
seems to be an allegory of the church led 
by its steersman Christ. 

Near the second column, there is a 
natural cave with traces of manual work and a 
cross above the entrance. 






19. CKa/ieH ckmt b m. „A^3mo" ao c. 19. Cave cloister at "Ayazmo" (Ruino, 

PyiiHO, fly/iOBCKO Dulovo) 

HaMwpa ce Btpxy jieBi/ifl CKanncT 6par It is situated on the left rocky bank of the 

Ha cyxope^neTO „CeHe6i/ip" cpemy dried river Senebir in front of the medieval 

paHHOcpeAHOBeKOBHa KpenocT ot X-XI b. m fortress of 10 th 11 th cc. and not far from an 

HeAa/ien ot MrocfonivtaHCKO annaHCKO Alian Moslem (Shiite) shrine dedicated to 

CBeTn/wLAe, noceeTeHO Ha fleMnp 6a6a. Demir-baba. 2f — f hw 

MaHacTuptT BKJiioHBa LtbpKBa, 3 km/mm, The monastery included a church, 3 

HryMeHapHnua v\ KpunTa. UbpKeaTa e cells, an abbot's room and a crypt. The 

npaBotrbJiHO noMemeHne c pasMepM church is a rectangular room of 3.80 by 

3,80X2,00 m. Btpxy M3T0HHaTa CTeHa 2.00 m. In the upper part of the eastern wall 

CTapaTe/iHO e u3ceneHa orrrapHa Huma c there is a neatly cut altar niche 0.55 m wide 
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wi/ipi/iHa 0,55 m n BucoH^Ha 0,85 m. K)>kho i/i 
HenocpeflCTBeHo CBtp3aHa c Hea e Kmiwaia 
Ha nryMeHa, a 3anaflHO ot Hea wwia ome Tpn 
kmjimm. Ha oko/io 30 m k»kho ot qtpKBaTa, b 
cbcefleH CKa/ieH BeHeu e ocjDopMeHa 
KpuniaTa. llpeACTaBJi^Ba ipuLrbJiHO 
noMe^eHne c paswepn 6,80x3,60 m. B 
ceBepon3TOHHMH "brbii GTapaTejiHO e 
M3ceHeHa rpobna Kaiviepa, 3atBap^Ha c 
KanaK, a Haa Hea - MaiiKO noMemeHiie 3a 
axpaHfiBaHe MomnTe na MOHaci/rre. 



and 0.85 m high. South to this room and 
joint with it is the abbot's cell; west to it 
there are three more cells. At a distance of 
about 30 m south to the church, built in the 
neighboring rock ridge is a crypt. It is a 
triangular room of 6.80 by 3.60 m. A burial 
chamber closed by a lid is neatly cut in the 
north-eastern corner, with a small room 
above it, where the monks' relics were 
preserved. , 




CKajiHaia MOHawecKa ofiMTeji flo 
MypcfraTJiap /Bacapafin/, OKptr KoHCTaHija. 

ToBa e HaM-roneMiwT flOKywieHTupaH 
paHHOcpeflHOBeKOBeH CKa/ieH MauacTHp b 
flo6pya>Ka i/i Ha BanKaHi/ue, komto c 
MHorodpoHHHTe cm Ky/iraBu noiwemeHMfl, 
ctotmi4h pi/icyHKM, SHaqM, CTapofibJirapcKM 
KupmicKH, rnarojiMHecKM, rptuKii, m 
pyHMHecKH Haflni/icn ce wm% ocHOBeH 
n3Bop 3a L/idopima, Kyjuypaia n 
M3KycTBOT0 Ha flo6pyfl>Ka. OtjDopivieH e klm 
Hana/iOTO na X b. blb Bpt3Ka etc 
cTpoMTencTBOTo Ha rojiewiMJi flobpyflwaHCKH 
KawieHeH Ban h BKJifOHBa 6 ifl>pKBi/i m 



Cave cloister at Murfatlar 

/Basarabi/, Constanta. 

This is the most documented early 
medieval cave monastery in Dobrudja and 
on the Balkans, which with its numerous 
ritual mm, hundreds of pictures, signs, 
early Bulgarian Cyrillic, Glagolitic, Greek 
and Runic inscriptions is the main source 
for history, culture and art of Dobrudja. It 
was built in the early 10 th c. in connection 
with construction of the biggest 
Dobrudjan rock wall, and included 6 
churches and chapels, 4 cells, crypts and 
several galleries. This monastery is not 
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napaKJiacn, 4 mnm, kpmhth \a hakojiko 
ranepkiu. Toea ofiane He e ManacTiip b 
TpaflnLinoHHn^ cmi/icwi Ha TOBa noHATwe, 
3amoTO nuncBaT ofJujOMOHaiuecKLiTe 
noMemeHMJi Ha o6>Ke>KMTe/iHnfl MaHacTi/ip, 
Tpane3apwi, BepwKHO CBLp3aHM ki/ijii/ii/i, 
o6u4a utpKBa, o6^a rpodHima v\ np, no 
bcuhko t^me^a, ne iyK o6wTaBajii/i 4-5 
MOHacM KenMOTn, o6efli/iHeHi/i b Ma/iKa naBpa, 
Kara BceKM i4Ma eoSfifBeHa ubpKBMua /uohwi 

BCUHKM Ca:- ; =-iMMHMafT>ppHllV l '''' , "1^tJlM$l l/l BOflU 
aBTOHOMSH' HOTBOT. CaMO fiptl rOJieMM 

npa3HHLjn ce ct6npajivi b rojieMi/w CKaneH 
xpaw B-4, b komto i/iiua cnefln ot wiBonwc. B 
apxnieKTypaia Ha utpKBMTe, cneLJ/icjMHHaTa 
HepBeHotJmrypHa MBonMC u opraHi/i3ai4^Ta 

AOJiaB^we BJIHSRHH^ OT MaJ10a3Hi4CKl/lfl 

MonaujecKH UjBHTbp, ot IX— X b. b KanaflOKiw. 
Mhoshhctboto HaflnHcn \a rpacJDHTi^i ca 
ocTaBeHu ot CTapo6bJirapcKu MOHaei/i, ho 

HRKOM rpbLjKH M pyHUHeCKM TeKCTOBe 

npeflnonaraT npuctcTBue Ha Ka/iyrepn ot 
Apyrn HapoflHOCTM. MaHacT^ptT e 
n30CTaBeH b Kpa^ Ha X n/in HananoTo Ha XI 
B.npi/i HaLuecTBHH Ha eap^ri/i \am neneHen/i. 



such in the fullest sense of the word, 
because there are no rooms for the monks' 
assemblies, typical of a coenobitic 
monastery; refectory, chained cells, 
common church, common tomb, etc. It 
seems that the place was inhabited by 4-5 
monks-Kelliots, united in a small laura, 
as each had one's one church (almost all 
of them very small) and a cell and led 
autonomous life. During important 
holidays they gathered in a big cave 
temple B-4, which . holds traces of 
painting. The architecture of the church, a 
peculiar red-figured painting and 
organization bears traces of the monastic 
center of 9 th 10 th cc. in Cappadocia, Asia 
Minor. Numerous inscriptions and graffiti 
were left by the old Bulgarian monks 
there, but several Greek and runic texts 
suggest presence of the monks from other 
places there. The monastery was 
destroyed in the late 10 lh or early 11 th c. 
during the invasion of the Varangians or 
Pechenegs. 



20. CKanHa ubpraa B-1 b Myp4)a™p. 20. Cave church B-1 in Murfatlar. 
BflLjibaHa e Ha BuconnHa b Me«aTa It is cut on top of a soft rock (tebeshir) 
CKa/ia /Te6ewi/ip/. 1/lMa M3fltJi>KeHa It has a long basilica-like form with naos 
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GasHJManHa tJopMa c naoc, eAHa ancufla 1/1 
o6uiwpeH npnTBop. FlpviTBopvr e c pa3Mepn 
2,20X1,60X2,10 m, naocvr e c pa3Mepn 
2,10X1,88X2,05 m, a ancuAaia e 
no/pp^r/ia c AnaMeTbp 1 ,80 m. Ha Btpxa i\ 
b trnme Ha anciiflaia mohojwtho ca 
n3ceneHii o/iTapHa waca v\ o\\\e Asa 
nociaMeHTa, naBflpno npoieii3nc n 
AnaKOHi^KOH. B npnTBopa n Haoca ctmo ca 
M3ceHeHn noaaMeHTH n CKaMeiiKu 3a 
c^Aane. Btpxy cieHUTe Ha Haoca v\ 
npMTBopa ca BpfisaHM AeceTKH KptcTOBe- 

rpa(j3HTH B Hatl-pa3^MHHM KOM6MHaUHH F 

0nrypn Ha >ki/ibothh, Hempn pyHnnecKM v\ 
eA^H CTapo6tJirapcKH kkphjickh HaAnic, 
KOtiTo ce neie ,$nb)KHyi cm" 

21 . CKajiHa HbpKBa B-2 b MypcfeaTJiap. 

Haiviupa ce Ha noBtpxHocrra Ha CKajiHua 
MacMB y\ ce cwoi/i of Haoc, npyrreop v\ 
no/ppm/i o/nap c MacwBHO n3ceneHa 
onTapHa Maca, ToBa BCbiiiHocr e MaiibK 
napaKJwe c pasMepn na Haoca 1,10X2,20 m, 
Ha npmBopa 1,12X1,35 m, a fluawerbpa Ha 
ancuflaia e 1,90 m., Btpxy CTeHMTe ca 
Bp^3aHM fleceTKM pvicyHKn vi 3Haqi4- 
rpacfrnTn, KaTO npeo6/iaAaBaT Te3n c 

XpHCTHflHCKO CbAT3P>KaHHe Kp^CTOBe, 

SoTyiun Ammbo/i Ha nokrmHHiiuHTe/, puSn 



one apse and a large narthex. The narthex 
is 2.20 by 1 .60 by 2.1 m, the naos is 2.1 
by 1.88 by 2.05 m; the apse is semi- 
circular, with the diameter of 1.80 m. 
There is a monolithic altar table and two 
more pedestals (probably a proteizis and 
diakonikon) cut in the upper corner of the 
apse. Pedestals and benches are cut in the 
narthex and naos. In the upper parts of the 
walls of the naos and the narthex there are 
carvings of dozens of graffiti: crosses in 
different combinations, animals, four 
runic and one old-Bulgarian inscription 
in Cyrillic, which reads: "We must". 



21. Cave church B-2 in Murfatlar 
It is situated on a rock massive and 
consists of a naos, narthex and a semi- 
circular altar with an altar table cut in 
massive. This is, in fact, a small chapel 
with the size of the naos 1.10 by 2.20 m, 
and the narthex 1.12 by 1.35 m; the 
diameter of the apse is 1.90 m. There are 
dozens of carvings and graffiti-signs in 
the upper part of the walls, most of them of 
Christian contents crosses, boots 
(symbols of worshippers), fish (symbol of 
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/Cmmboji Ha Xpi/icToc/, KpbdOBe c owi/ipem/i 
KpanLna. OcBeH tax ca pucyBaHH kohhmlim, a 
Btpxy 0parMeHT or Gienm e ep^3aH 
CTapo6tjirapcKH kmp^jickh Haflnic, komtd- ce 
pa3HMTa „Hne civie ni/ica/ii/i". ^ 

i f 

22. CKa/iHa Kbproa B-3 b Mypcpamap. 

Pa3no/io)KeHa e nofl B-2. w npeflCTaB/ifl- 
Ba norpeda/ieH napaKJii/ic etc cBGfleci 
npaBObrwien Haoc (2,50X2,20X2,10 m) i/i 
nojiyKptriia anenfla c mowm™ o/rrapHa 
Maca. flo qtpKBaTa ce Hawiwpa napaK/inc c 
flBe rpoSnn Kaiwepw. (lo CTeH^re ca HaHeceHu 
Hafl 50 KpbCTa-rpacfjMTH, , CBacn/iKi/i, njv\uy\, 

KOpa6 C KbpMHI/lfl (CWIBOJI H3 ULpKBaTa, 

nanpaB/i^Bana ot Xjjmctoc)m np. 

23.CKa/iHa UbpKBa EM b Myp^amap. 

ToBa e Hati-rojieivin^ „cb6opeH" xpaM b 
CKa/iHaia 061/rren c pa3Mepw Ha sacBOfleHi/ifl 
Haoca 7,00X3,50 m. npi/iTBopvr e MajibK etc 
CBOAecTTaBaH, a o/iTapnaTa nperpafla Mewfly 
Haoca m ancHAaia e ocfjopivieHa c neTupn 
moho/w™ kojiohw. Angara e no/iyKptma 
h 3acB0fleHa c ipn mohojii/ithi/i nodaMeHTa, 
kohto nrpa^T po/i^ra Ha o/rrap, npoTeitewc m 
Ai/iaKOHMKOH. Hafl ojuapHaia nperpafla uMa 
eflHOUBeTHa apxi/ueKTOHUHHa >kmbo™c c 
HepeeHa oxpa. 




Christ) and crosses with branched 
ends. Besides these, there are horsemen, 
and above in the wall there is a Cyrillic 
inscription cut in Old Bulgarian, which 
reads: "We wrote this". 



% 






22. Cave church B-3 in Murfatlar. 

Lying under B-2, it represents a burial 
narthex with vaulted rectangular naos 
(2.50X2.20X2.10 m) and a semi-circular 
apse with a monolithic altar table. Close to 
the church there is a narthex with two burial 
chambers. The wall is covered with om 50 
graffiti: crosses, swastika, birds, a nave with 
a steersman (symbolizing the church led by 
Christ) and other. 









23: Cave church B-4 in Murfatlar. 

This is the biggest "cathedral" in this 
cave monastery, with the size of the vaulted 
naos of 7.00 by 3.50 m. The narthex is small, 
with vaulted ceiling, and the altar wall 
between the naos and the apse is designed 
with four monolithic columns. The apse is 
semi-circular and vaulted, with three 
monolithic pedestals, which play the role of 
altar, proteizis and diakonikon. Above the 
altar there is a monochrome architectural 
painting in red ochre. This church has 
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ToBa e u"bpKBaia c Haw-MHoro pi/icy™ v\ 
3Haun rpacjiMTM, Kara npeo6naflaBaT Tesi/i c 

Xpi/ICTl/IHHCKO ctfltp>KaHMe fleCBTKH 

KpbCTOBe, /ia6npnHTi/i, flpaKOHi/i, rb/ibfi, 
cbbtmi/i, Boropoflima c MnaAeHeua-XpucTOC. 
PasHmaT ce m 5 pyHnnecKH, flea rp-bUKM, 
eflUH rnaro/iHHecKi/i v\ fleBeT CTapo6wapcKn 
Haflnnca t Kara Haw-i/i3BecTHMfl e ktmtopckm i/i 
rjiacw:Toy/7aw HanpaBM LjhpKBara Ha 
„CB.feoprM"... /M scene/ KaMhKhT... A 
TonraH M3 FlonyrecK /flniACKa ?/... 
ABaiviaTa" JlfofionMTCTBO npeflH3BMKBaT 1/1 
HaflnMcme c i/iMeHaia Ha MOHaci/ue flaMAH, 
1/laH n Cmmo. 




numerous pictures and graffiti signs, 
mostly Christian: dozens of crosses, 
labyrinths, dragons, pigeons, saints, Christ 
and child-Christ. 

One can read there, as well, five runic, 
two Greek, one Glagolitic and nine Old 
Bulgarian inscriptions, like the best known 
inscription by the founder: 'Toupai built 
the church of "St. George" ... (cut) 
rock... And Tongan from Poluiesk 
(Pliska?) ...both" Also curious are the 
inscriptions containing the names of the 
monks Damian, Ian and Simo, 



24. CKa/iHa mnm c Kpurrra C-1 
HaMupa ce b HenocpefldBeHa 6jih30CT 
flo u"bpKBa B 3 m BKjiK3Hsa mnm i/i rpoSHMLia. 
I/I Ma e/iencoBi/iflHa $opMa c pasMepn 
3,55X2,40X1,60 m.B 3anaflHaTa sad e 
octJopwieH nocTawieHT, a b ceBepnaia MMa 
Bpaia KbM KpunTaTa Ma^KO npaBObrbiiHO 
noMeLyeH^e 1,55X120 m, b no/ia Ha Koera e 
n3ceneHa npaBObrb/iHa rpoSHa KaMepa c 
pa3Mep^ 1,25X0,52X0,30 m. Bbpxy denize 
Ha KMJii/iflTa ca BpsR3aHM okojio 50 pncyHKi/i y\ 
3HaqM rpacjMm. [IpeodJiaflaBaT KpbcroBeTe- 
paBHopaivieHHM, rp"bi4KH 3 ManTi/mcKi/i i/i flopn 
ronroTCKM. flofl KpbCTOBeie ca Hspi/icyBann 7 
ApaKOHa, a nofl flpaKOHme 4 Bb/iKa. 



24. Cave cell with crypt C-1 

It is situated close to the church B 3 and 
includes a cell and a tomb. It is an ellipse, 
with the size of 3,55X2,40X1,60 m. There is 
a plinth in its western part, and a door to the 
crypt in the northern part; the crypt is a small 
rectangular room of 1.55X120 m, with a 
rectangular burial chamber cut in the floor of 
1.25X0.52X0.30 m. In the upper part of the 
cell's wall there are about 50 carvings and 
graffiti, mostly crosses with equal bars, 
Greek, Maltese and even Golgothic. Below 
the crosses, seven dragons are depicted, 
and below the dragons there are four wolves. 
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